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R N sUMMARY OF MAJGR FONCLUSIONS N
SN LI I AND RECOMMENDATTONS = . .~ I
N . ’ \r . L N ¢ * ,
» ) 4 ‘ ” * . . 'l“ . . b ., :
" ;If%pr,esentj;ng this ,summar.‘ y we would like tor re'.[Lterate our é )
~ Y « « :
[ ‘- J ¥o. »

osition‘that thlS roject was desi ned and carried out as a service T
P Proj g

-
. R -

for families and for the purgose of training student teachers. Methods |

of)collecting data were informal .and for several areas there'is not -, |

. . . .
. LINY ’

) 'compleLe data.for" every family involved. Those persons considering

. c 4 « y ~t 2 ' J .
. .,-\“// these recomme dations would need to reviev the complete report to Co

;'; e * assess the degree to which the conclus1ons are appllcable to their
. ) —~~
i 4 ‘ » . . ', N * -
T . particular area gr communltv . - ‘ © e g e
b . ." e - - 1 -
L: L Within this context we feel'aple to'make the follo%ing statements.6
/\ “ -~ . . . 0‘5 . \)
. e A -
- . 1. Educatézs have an important role to pldy in helping parents‘ o !
. £ . ) * ' :
i’ 3y Ly, acquire,skills and uqderstnadings about child-rearing Practiges
: . that contr1but§ to child development. 4% ng \, _ .
[ .
. .o - 2. In order to ?rovide this help, educatqrs must acquire the specffic ..
P
A - 7“, - (.v
\' ' . ?£' . skills and knowledges ﬁhat will enable them to successfully .
. *3 * .
} ’ N , Iinteract Wlth parents or -to supervise thgse who do. Toe -
"
L oS
’?- ‘ 3. Parents must have the ultimate choice as to whether they will ~
- . \ “ s *
,\ a ® make use' of offered services. - ) T y, ~ )
1 4. The proﬁessional skills of educQEors are only one part of a wide
.- T variety of profeSS1onal and personnal skills" required to achieve
) successful outcomes. < ’ e . ', : .
‘w . ! Tt .
5., A uf@ful support for a program is an advisory committee of ‘
k\ . persons from the community represent{nf:wany professidnal and .
T : ’ . N
e | * personal backgyounds. ,
> \% < + R ~ ‘. . t
* . A
) . - ) ] . q’
1 ~, . .. ' .
' o o . ' 'y - .
\)4 N . * ¢ 3 »
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’ 9.:'For this‘reason considerable care should be taken in selecting &
. ’ N , ¢ . . ‘ . .
T \ staff who possess the personal skills required ) " ,
5 TR . Lt
"'§;> ' 10.° Staffing ratios can vary" according o0 the needs of the families \ ‘e
- \ ' b A »
, \' , ~ the distances fo be travelled énd the number of ancillary staff * )
‘ . - . . ~ .
. e v
T “for such tasks as decretarial, .materials’ maintenance etc. o
' b - ] ‘A .
W 11. Home v1sitors need a thoroughtknowledge of community resourcfs and .o :‘
. ) ~ B ..
referral services, and must be aware of the Iiﬁits of theif5 - \\\\ ' ‘
g a capabilities)andtresponsibilities. . ," \4LT . t\“
. . ¢ P ‘ r]
. 12. The introduction ef play/learning materials not genen?lly bvailable
e E = [ " v
i N in homes is useful for obtaining family agreement to pant%cipatf ] L
oA ‘for maintaining family interest, for fostering and stimulating ~ <
- . [} 4 ~ e ) 3 . . e' - - - L
ey child development. / R T /] <
. . .d . N » » . Ve . - f »
) 13. These materials shouLd be from’a ,broad: range of preprimary : :
* * - 4 v N
. program maLefials and serve a broad range of dEVelgpmental needs.
,Irf° . ! 14. The apg‘roac& to the usé of the mater1als shou‘ld be open—ended and s
. D <
. \ plpy-oriented. , ; ‘ o ° Gy
I» . Fd . id » . . . <!
{ 15. Didactic teaching methods should be avoided, - t .
N S S
‘Z ‘ \ / e AL 3
ra i , . N ~ )
) ; ' \ TN\, 4o
. / Jf Py L& N . . " . . "8 . ' . R \l /‘ . .
9 f . S,
EMC i t ~ ... ; ' v /.. 4

6

[}

v ey

Parents have much.
£

bé 1ncluded in discussionﬁand the decis1on—making process.

7 Involvement in a prOJect such as this provides valuable

" 8.

. _relationships:developed between staff and families. .
» . » .

.

&earning
*

~

R

- .n- .?
exper1enées for student teachers providiﬁg they‘have a proper

. [ 4

orientation, receive close supergision- and serve families'where
/the»problems do not require considerable expertise. o~

) o v

- The key factor in successful outcomes appears_to be the personal

.

*
¢

’ e . P I3 *

valuable 1nformation to contribute ang needalxk>) :

A

s oo e \ & 2% . . J. o X - )
e R T
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16. Material should be arranged.and stored by program categoriés
rd L] . - )

reﬁated tQ develdbmental needs, ‘and selected, for circulation tp
1 - ! -

) th families by a person knowledgeable about the total iamily

‘-.- /‘o
picture so that fhey suit the particular needs of ‘the "

&
-
.e

child and the Expectatipns of the parents..
e . * . < N
Family_involvement should be on a-needs basis. -This}will mean

X . . oo S

varying lengthsjand>types of 1nvolvement. Sorie families will
~

-

T need cons1derab1e visiting for greater lengths of time where the

h032§ v181tor,will do congtdenable role modelling,_others may

» \j- -
only require the‘use of -some additional materials. There could

.0 » " A " \ " '

be\a\rangeebf eeds between these two types. i\ . .. - N

() ‘I "

1&.? Records;should be maintalned‘judiéfbusly and continuously for the
purposes of recording developpént gnd detergfning needs of the

. LA

(g.— Rt
child Anghe family. ST , -

s ~

i
The funding bodies need to develop procedures'that»guarantee the .
. L, h
2
delivery of sﬁart-up funds before 4 project begnns and that
Wi -5 -
cS’Eihue to deliver funding in advance of the heed .for the money.

.

L 2
Otherwise only large systems will be able to operate projects.l
s ” -' .
20. Present accouht ng procedures are too elaborate for independeqt

prOJEcts whigh do not have highly trained clerical and bookkeep-
‘»« 2 . s“ [N
7 ing staff. ‘ . A . ¥ ur 7

.
’” i .
~

2% . Funding needs to.be available on a project ag opposed to a per

-

’ 4
child basis X

* 22. Provision should be made for funding thgt endbles extensions in
. ‘ ' ¥ N -
prOJects to adapt &o the needs of families foy , longer-term services.

-




The validity of such projects cannot be determined by\pre nt ’

.
. \w .~ » _ [ *

s
psyéhometric measures, but the observation reports of project staff

- -

, and the reaction of the participants are valid means of aSSESSb

. ? - s /

b - K4
ment. ‘ _\ . ‘. o, ’. ¢
4 < . : > v <2
LY b M
In order to avoid a confusing array of home visitors, each with a
. . . ¢

particular profess1onal expertise 1t 'S important to determine

\ B T
" the most significant‘family ‘need, health, or‘nutrition-or-counselr

ling or education, to determine the particular expertise\most.,

¢ 4 2

Ee;gteﬂ to this neéd, district healgh nurse, home economist, b

e -

. . - . .

teacher, social worker,'and to provide this personsyith.consult—
L . ’ < o
. S ) . <& .
ation and fresources to enable him/her to meet other apparent <
F R o ‘ & - *

o e
needs. Alternatively, there may be 'a need t develop a iew

[N

¢
. .

. ‘pro essional féle,of home visitor possessing basic skills and .
I . . ‘ N ) .
. A .
\knowledges in all tliese areas. , R . :
¢ 4 » . A




1. Introduétioﬁ.

4

:\ Al - ,
‘Outline of the Project !f ) C

- § * e
.

» N N
) x . . . f,a

The progec{ described in this report was orig}nally conceived by

U versity ofrAlberta Professdrs Lorene EVerett and Sheila Campbell as
~'a mdans 4 providing students.in,an early childhood teacher training pro-
i = ‘
gram with the opportunity to. aequire important\gyills by‘\orking direct-
. A

1y with paréents‘and yéung children to develop an understanding of‘their

.-, ¢ i . o i “
behavioriﬁhd needs, and to devise techniques and materials to meet

v L] . +

these needs. . -

- 4 *

A spec1al section of the senior ¢ourse in early childhood curricu—
) ' L] t *

lum and- instruction was held during the six weeks of sgring session

1974,Jutilizing a team teaching app;oach with a “group of nineteen\
%

fe)
. . o0 .
students.\ Y L ‘ ; .. *tkﬁ .

o ) ‘ ‘ -
| With support from E.C.S. and. the. University, the project coﬂhinued

“for four months, May through August, and involVEd circulating sets of*~

L4
©

kits to a group of nineteen families n one area of- Edmonton. In lieu )

- 1

of the regular kindergarten lab, students were ihvol:ed for the first

cix weeks,of the project. Each student was. assigned’'to’a family With

4

one o; more children of preprimary age. ThHa studept made seueral
visits to the home, prépariﬁ? a trial kit of learning materials after

the first two visits, and a second permanent kit for circulation during

\ Q

Fhe*rest of the project. In addition, the students planﬁed a group'

* session which brought togefher several children and parénts.™ JFollowing
y

. . .

tegmination of the course, the project ‘continued uiéh two paid staff

’

A g
pu{ Sy

. [
<,




Ny

because six weeks was felt to. be too short a perigd to provide a,uséfufa

)

- _— - .

experience for the children and families who ad agreed to cooperate.
L o N ,

. ¥ . .
This report documents thé& procedures utilized.in setting upy

[y
s

~ . N, - . ’ -
. s : . . VI / ‘ N
carrying -out and evaluating the project. . &/ - .- ‘e
. » ,. * ¢ \’ / A ' ’

Research_B‘ajFrognd ' - 2 .G -
! . \ et : .
. . \ \
4 . — . . . > .

Althoqgh‘there has Been ircreasing cohcern af;nt the need for .

3 L

profess1onal teachers to possess ski ds in working with parents, the .

;ssuérassumed ‘great sigh1f1cance for Alberta earl}bchiidhood teagﬁer 3

training with the publication of the Operations Manual of the Early;. y

Chlldhood Services Branch in 1973 (Govern&ent of 1berta 1973) o %>
P /s '
. Vot\only did this Mandal emphasaze parent 1nvolvement but it also L
: I

. L4

' suggested the introduction of home centered programs as one form of ’

9,

. . ‘ | o .
Early Childhood,SerVices.‘ s - "’ ; S
. . 3 N ’ L »
g The' establishment of the Early'Childhoqd Servicea Branch‘and the

.'\ . « L

intentions expressed in the, guide11nes were the outcome of the growing .

interest and concern for the early years, and the realizailon of the
primary importance of the role gf the family in these years. .- ‘ o
1 EN " ' +

. ) During the 1960 s\\the early childhood years befote six won '

-
>
- |

~recogn1tion as some of the most 1mportant if not the most critical in

° the deveXopment of the human organism, Beginning about 1965°an in-

) \.‘ ",s - - . .
*creasing amount of research was being devoted to determining those”
2

. . !
’ N o ¢ -

factors im the-child's early envirénment which had.the.most impact on

. . - . .
') )

his development and. to d1scover1ng the most effective methods to mod-

o ‘e
- -

1fy or opt1mize the. env1ronment. « ]




. * }
¥
. Despitﬁlthe lack of definitive kndhledge concerning which environ-
: e Y ‘

mental va11ables caused difference% in development (Slegel l967, White,

b

et al, 1973) many profects were ;ZE up in an ataempt to enhance develop-

mental proéesses, especially for childreh whose«environm@pts appeared

not to be providing a satisfactory level of achievement as determinéd

4 ® *

< W

by language and intelligence measures. . ) .

. * -

. : -« .
»The unsatisfactory outcomes obtained from g{oup programs per ge.

*
<

led researchers to look for 1n;1uential variables that were being ig-

. nored, “In additlon research on parenting styles and home environment

LS

1,

revealed apparently significant differences in the outcomes from dif-

ferent home environments especially the fgctors pf parent self—percep—

] . -

\
tion and mediating skills (Bronfenbrenner 1974; Deutscﬁ & De&tsch

-

1968; Gordon 1972; Grotherg, 1968; Hess & Shipman, l968 Parfit, 1974,

RobinSOn & Robinson, 1968; Scnaefer, l972 Vernon, 196£J White, et al, 1

1973).

‘In summing up the research to date Bronfenbrenner concludes that®

’ {The evidence indicates that the family is the most
effedtive and economical system for fostering and “
sustaining ‘the development of the child. The
evidence indicates further that the involvement
of the child's family as an active participant is
eritical to the success of“n intervention
program (1974, p. 17).

<
In;u1impprtant review of the research on "Parents as Educators”,
® - [t
& . . .
chaefer (1972) summarizes the rese which seems to ifdicate a high
. : - . : w ‘
relationship between parent behaviors and intellectual and academic

A

N
development in children.

]
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¢ ‘ ) . )
N Visiting the home would seem tq be the most effective method of

‘having an impact on parenting skills according to reports of projegts

Al -

which attefpted to secure parent involvement through other techniques.
. " A -

* ~ . -
P

Radin (1972) utilized three groups to test the impact of maximum par-

ticipation (involyement in group sessions, home visits) on parents with r

~

children in a preklndergarten group program Although she reports ‘that s

/

only the group with max1mum participation maintained the gains 1n verbal

* 4 “
-

growth through the kindergarten year, only thinby-nine per cent of: the

parents attended half or more of the group meetings. In the group with

‘

Iy
)

‘no home visits, there were no measurable .changes in the mothers or gains :

i .-

for the chlldren. Purnell who attempted to involve parents in his summer

- x .

4

>
program reported that "...direct participation in ‘the daily activity %

of program was disappointing" (1972, p. 455). Gains for the children

~
>

were minimal, "’ . <

-,
g @

- " ‘ /
On the other hand several projects since 1965 have had success ‘

.

in obtaining and maintaining gains by providing additionzl stimulation

and enrichment in the home environment. A variety of in-home techniques
¢ »

appear to have yielded worthwhile dutcomes. Some have combined preschool

»
[y

group activities for the child with freﬂuent, weekly"or oftener, home : /
visits (Gray & Klaus, 1968, l970;jadin, 1972; Radin & Weikart, 1967).

Karfes, et al (1972) utilized pargnt groups with in-home visitSf;~Som§

. - . ) . .
have util?éed a "toy demonstrator” who took materials into the home >
- .

(Levenstein, 1971), and others a home visitor with the stress. on, materials
. and activities found, in the home (Barbrach'& Horton, 1970 a, 1970 b).

Nimnicht & Brown (1972) used a parent group only where a "teacher-librarian"




~ v : . '
demonstrated a new toy at weekly seséions with parents.

The majority of the projec s had the implicit or explicit prin-

cipal goal offeffecting a change in the mother's behav1or with her child

e T =

with a view to making her ‘an effective educational change agent. They

.

intendéd to do this through specific modelling of effective mediating

.techniques by the "home visitor (Barbrach & Horton, 1970 .a, 1970 b;

1 -

Gordon), 1970; Karnes, et al, 1972; Levenstein, 1971), or sometimes by

direct teaching»of proper techniques (Nimnicht & Brown, l972' Radin‘&
5 .

,Weiﬁart, 19675 The DARCEE, projects (Barbrach & Horton 1979 3, 1910 b,, S

Giesy, 1970) were particularly concerned about the r1ghts of parents
involved. The Home Visitors' Guide comments: 'Our\basic approach needs

3

to be d respect for the individual with whom we are working ‘and for his
and/or her dignity" (Giesy 1970, p. 5). Parents were given the choice
of whether ot ‘not to become involved, and the importance of project

staff,respecting family privacy is continually reiterateds Pre-service

t
otientation emphasi/es the development of sensitivity to non-verbal and

|
-

verbal signals from families. (Ba&brach & Horton, 1970 a, 1970 b;
Levenstein, 1971) and the need to be aware that "... the line which is

drawn\is probably different in ever;'homeﬁ (Giesy, 1970, p. 5).
! :
The successful dutcomes obtained by these programs, suggests that
- ! . y r

N

respect for parents and family is basic to operation of home-based programs.

The projects surveyed utilized\ variety of staff persons.
Levenstein (1971 a, 1971 b) initiated he project using professional‘:7
~ L
social workers first and -then untrained ptofessionals as Toy -Demonstrators.

r »

She found no difference in outcomes.

L\
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Similarly, Barbrach & Horton found no’ differences resulting, from

. Y2 -
~
‘l » .

a comparative study using a frained professional teacher and pretrained

. i
' - " t . .
'paraprofessionals. . ‘ "%

: . ‘ ‘ . VAR ' ' .
N
In both cases, the paraprofessional staff had specifit pre-service

. training and their skill lewel increased with experience. . .
y ? . e - i R .
Levenstein surveyed parents before and after her project and re-

-
-4

ported that adult women visitors were\mastﬁpreferred but that otherwiée

there were few concerns. . . ) e
’ . . ‘ y RS

-Most projects‘repors/a pfe—sermice orientation for home visiting 4

staff in which skills araﬁdeveloped in relating to..parents and children

"
T

in a warm accepting manner, observation and record-keeping, the use of
’ G * '
materials and procedures for modelling and teaching especially 1n~a fa-
P . -
cilitatiye, non-didactic manner. In most cases, the,paraprofessionals
. ‘ faa

were supervised by sgkilled professionals or paraprofessionals with ex-
. , )

iy . .
perience in similar programs. The Success of paraprofessionals is

. attribdtfd by some researehers .(Ba¥brach & Horton 1970 b; Gordon, 1969
PR
1971) to their ability to relate to low incoéme families because of

L)

>
/ similar background. The ;gsearch inégeséect to staff seems to suggesé

_tHe need for specific skills, irrespective of professional training~tLe a
. - " 4

Reed \for pre-service training to provide dhese skills, the need for /
skilled\professional or experienced.supervision and the need to matcr -
hqome visiting(staff to families. : \/ . / }

) Materials provided Zf’the home v1;1tor played an important role

N )

“‘in every home' visiting pro ram, «and s:?ff were equipped with knowledge

about the materiali and procedures;fo using them. A relationship[ /

N\,




. o - . ' . , y
between the preserce of stimulatingrmatefials in the enVironment and

o ¢ A

children's success 1s suggested by writers such as Bronfenbrenner (1972),

>

X
Schaefer C1972), and White (1973) Purnellr{l972) reported, that for,J

It . . (f}.

¢ 7y
his group of Iow socioecomic status (SESD children, 2.:._éonstruct1ve '

P v ’ " » -

and creative educational’ toys were absent from homes...",(p. 435) » This
- ©

-
* ‘\0.
. ’

.

‘was also.reported by'Grey & Klaus (197q). O

£

¥ ‘ b

) Some prOJeCtS preferred to emphasize matedials found in the home.

- .

Gordon used these with infants, but found it necessary to 1ntroduce

additional materials for two and three year olds (Gordon & Guinagh

¢

1969). Gordon (1971) had as a principal criteria Eorumateriar"that

L4

>

they provide enjoyment‘for both mother and child,| ‘H% found that mater-

ials had to be changed during the second year of the project to main-
\ ¢ .

tain interest.,  He says that we lack a knowledge og\ihe most acceptable

r

“

materials and tasks but that those selectéd’ghst be consistent with the
current skills and abilities of the child (Gordon & Guinagh,’ 1969)

”
Levenstein who developed her Verbal InteractiRn Stimulus Mate—
3

rials (V I.S.M.) toy chest of twelve books and eleven toys based her

¥ \ b

selection on the opinions of the mothers and the toy demonstrators. All

-

the4ﬁate;:als are avaflable commercially and-there is a different set

for each age group. Additional criteria ‘which she suggests for selec-
. b ] g - a
‘tion of materials include safety, durability, easy care for the mother,

. q . . I
and low anxiety potential: th€ mother does not worlty about the child's
. « > -

_ success (1969 .). In cdnparison’ofugroups in which one received. the
toys alone, one ﬁeceived via{ts and toys, she found significant gains

e

in I.Q. levels for the,fqrmer despite a loss in verbal quotients. She -

A

.S
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-

-

interprets this as suggesting that toys and materials may be a powerful

imput (1971 a). . ., !

" . \ .
» , Most of the proJects utilized skill and conept categories for

.

developing sets of materials and providing experiences. There was a

particular emphasis on language, and sensory stimulation, psychomotet

-

cordination and cognitive organization skills. Categories mentioqed

include: f ) . . .
matching, recognition, identifying (Barbrach- & HOrton 1970 a)y; 1 P
; -
art materials, manipulative, unstructured, didaetic,- Teft-right and
visual*motor coordination, form perception and classification

sequenciifg, matching, seriatim, color atd nunper, fine motor Karnes,¢
l972), -

. * >

verbal, perceptual, motor, conceptual (Levenstein 1969 a);

p ceptual and conceptual, sequencing, groups, discriminating,\
recognition of color-shape-number, ‘relational and sensory concepts,

verbal communication (Nimnicht,, etaal, 1971); _ . ] R

books, records, games, phys1cal activilie s, puzzles, blocks, 'toys, art’
(Schaefer, 1969). .

<

Nimnicht designed the TOY LENDING LIBRARY to~provide toys intended
f

to teach specific fundamental concepts and skills and to promote problem-

solving techniques. He felt it was important that th@};oys strengthen

- )74
self-concept by providing opportunitiés for success aﬂﬁ promote inde-

pendent learning. All the’ toys involved a hightdegree of .manipulation.

In evaluating the to¥ys he gave first importance to interest, and second <

“

to ‘mastery (ﬂjmnicht et al, 1971): !
. . — . . ~
Itzis nd¢ always clear whether the materials were left in the

home or not but the outright initial gift of the ,Toy Chest to the family

is paramount to Levenstein s Verbal Interaction proJect (1969 a).
- A » t‘

© - .
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~

éGordon suggeéts either a permanent orftemporary *loan basfs (Gofdon

<

{ & Guinagh 1969) and Nimnicht s Toy ﬁending Library is on a temporary/

' -
- ; . . .

. basis (Nimiicht et al, l97l), . . '

o ¥

( €L

12 appears that the introduction of materials- and experienées is
’ ) \

}u- probably important in home _based programs ahd that a wide varieiy oﬁ‘

\\ » - J/ >

materials Eor ‘different purposes‘ the §afest‘approach. The materials
(} v N » *

should bé* specifically‘suited to thie age ‘and needs.of the particulaf

)
= Ay

child, and might 'be left on either a temporarﬁ or permanent basis. I
«  Most of the programs with two £ive yea}»old children were carried

r'r*a." "N
out. as intervention programs with families seleched according to, criterr 1
> 0‘.
ia such as low 1ncome, lOW'educational levels in parents,: semi-skilled

< < ’

.ot unskilled occupations, receiving welfare, 'substandard or poor quality

housing., Gray‘& Miller (H§67) discuss the apparent sggnificance‘of class

and ethnic factors on/cognitive development, but state that the correla- *

- . v
.

-~

’

tion,of these to parent behaviors is ﬁnclear.

L »

Nimnicht & Brown (l972) report using parents with incomes too
Q\&\ high to qualify for headstart programs butJtoo low to pay tuition fees

in' private.nurseries. . 4 . o .
. . ,
Bunton White (White et al, 1973) provided some important perspec-

)17

tive through the Har ard Breschool Progect where.he first identified

< th€ characteristics o the‘COmhetent comfortable, oo/fidenb( coping

* . " -0

child and’/hen at\em pted to discover the’ maternalQhehavﬁorséLhat re<

: sulted/in’a child possessing those characteristics. " '

.

He found these * Fildren and mothers through all levels of SES’

so it is clear that this is not. the only necéssary criterion for. selbkct-




» ing famiiieé. It would appear that“if enhaneing maternal skills is

effeetive for low SES familles, it should have equal pay-off value for

<@ L 2

hlgher SES families. .

LY

t Parfit (1974) ‘commented on the findinés that po?r material con-
» P r)

-
-

ditions did not permit some mothers to becomé effective change agents.
> 5 p N m -
o It appears that SE&S has implications for probable need for ?nt%;-
[ od » : ) 1 - .
vention and probable success, in intervehtion programs. ‘

] .

Since hlgner SES famllies may'have a strong possibiligy for self-
¥ . ‘
education it may be vital to focus on the family where imput is vi—
tally necessary, but where there is a possibility of some suécess. for
. ) .‘ ' i .

the family of very limitéd resources,.the alternative approach af major

1

- . \ »
_environmental change used by Heber & Garbef,§1973) as reportbd bv'

v

s

Parfit (1974)- seems to offer mofe'possibility of success.

Although the majgé&ty of programs we arefaealing with focus on a

sey

"target" group of children from tyo to five years, there are frequent |,
references to the "vertical diffusion" ‘effect whereby the improvement

in maternal skills results in measurably differences in younget siblings
4 : -

(Gordon, 1972 Gray & Klaus, 1970). Barbrach & Horton (1970 b) specifi-

0
callky observed the need to train mothers to.scale actlvities up and down

¥

to meet the needs of older or younger children. k\
) p

"Although there is no agreement on the most desirable age for -

I ~

intervention in ‘the home, some writers (Bronfenbrenner, 1974; Gordon,

R4

1974; Schaefer, 1972; White 1973) émphasize the' importance of 1nterven-

tion before or at_the .eariiest stages of language development, one to

three ,years. Gordon (1974) suggests that findings from studies indicate




4eflining gains for intervention at older Jées; = N
£ ' )

All of the programs reviewed were based on conventional research
designs, Utilizing ohe or more treatment and control or comparlson
/ . 3
3
lgroups. The frequency and duration of treatment (v1s1ts to homes)

,
- ® 2

showed consideFable varlatlon. Methods of assessing treatment outcomes,

1ncluded use of standardlzed tests, part;cularly the Stanfond Binet (S-B)
igs

and Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT). Parent interv1ews and rating

E .

scales for degree of parent involvement were al@y used. -

A
Barbrach & Herton (1970 a) made visits over a forty week (ten )

month) period. They foqu llttle s1gn1f1cant difﬂerenées between control
groups ‘on the S$-B and PPVT Th1s may be due to the short duration of the

1ntervention and the effgkt of the time taken by the Home Visltors to

— P

develop skills.

X  For their@second\broject\(1970 b) they created a special DARCEE
. B \
cdncept’ test to meet "... evaluatlon neads” created by the relative

' insensibility of the ‘Binet, PPVT and other standard psychometric «
- ¢ 1
measures to the effects of compensatory preschool idtervention pro-

]ﬁ. grams... (p. 30). They were unable to find signiflcant differences:
: ¢ ’ ~ »
; between groups except on their own measure. On the basis of observation
g e
they report significant changes “in the mother's mgnner of teaching

their children: the smothers becoming more specific, positive and less

A .

negative, ’ . -~ . .
¥ = . ‘

AIn Gordon's project. (1971) paraprofessionals visited the home

.
’

. ‘ : ~ TN
ﬂ_once per week for one or two years with the addition of the small group .
s « W
setting of four hours per week for the two and three year olds.

-




. Sevent —four per cent, of the home VlSitS were completed and less than ten |

)
. . .

_ per cent of the 258 mothers and children withdrew from tHE,project~ 2

1

'cogniti e performance of the children. Despite calling the 5-B a fine

- s o

’
»

more 'w rk to develop effective standardized measures Fifty—three per

! they saw their child in ,a more positive light. "

'
-

L The Early Training PrOJect of Gray & Klaus (1968) utihized sixty

4ch11dren in four groups, two treatment and a local and distal control
{ .

xgroup. The firs¢ treatment group.haﬂ three summers of a group program
ié{ ~ l’ >

'plus weekly home“visits for the remainder of the year, The second >

.

A ' , o
. treatment group commenced one’year later for only two summers and two
L

years of visits. They found gains over the trefatment period, but the

-

fouﬁ groups were close together during®the’ first year of school.

>

\ They used the Stanford Binet, Weschler Intelligence Scale for , .
Childrenr(WISC), Peabody Picture Voqabulary Test (PPVT) and the Illin01s

L
\of Psycholinguistic_Ability (ITPA) for measuring outcomes. In

Y

Test

~ .

-
l ’

- " Test <MAT) to” measure outcomes in the £3i st three grades, they report .

“

decre%sing effect of intervention each year until the.end of the fourth g

& ,3, grade %hen no sdgnificant d;fferences were apparent... |
AR , . ) . . .

. ~ v - 1 LR
{ 4 ’ I . o , -

/ | . R - Ik J
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. . Karnes used’ two  trqatment- groups of ten mqthers each year for two

- 7 . L)
years ard a pest-hoc comparison group selected, tQ match the experiment~

~
. . LIS

. i
* al groups. The experimental groups met for seven to eight months in. .

.
3

group me€tings followed by‘monthly (or oftener if necessary) visits to~

.

thé homes. Using the Stanford Binet & }ilinOis Test of Psycholing-

/
“%istic Abilities, he found{a difrerence of 16 1.Q. points between the

experimental and control groups. He suggests that the motivation of-

»

the mothers in the experimental:gfoup is an unmeasuyrable variable that -.

mdy not exist in the control, group. . T

Levenstein (1969) used three groups for fqrty—siﬁ home visits over .

a seven month period for each SF two years. The first received semi--

3

¢ ‘weekly, oné“half hour visits, a toy chest and modelling of desirable

,

adult behaviors by the Toy Demonstrator., She eyaluated by means of

: - » . 1 .
standardized tests, mothers' reports at the final visit ending each
- . o,
year, teachers' reports of the child's psychosocial behavior in school

the term following the program, and the’ Toy Demonstrator S reports on
H

_ children s and mother's behavior. She found significant gains for the .

.

‘experimental royp in both;low—verbal and general intelligénce stest .
grogp

%cores/and these were maintained two and one—half years later., Gains

4 ~ ’
at two ears did not surpass ga1ns at three. The roup receiving no
y g

rd

~
// modelling made significant gainsin intelligence scores 'but lost in .
" . verbal scores. She reportS»marked changes in maternal behaviors: .
. O
experimental mothers were léss punitive had improvement in family

3nteraction and their own attitudes, and moére positive interaction

vith the child._”She udied the high variability of children's gains

and suggests that tffe socio-emotional and language skills wete a

.




s1gn1f1cant factor in high versu 1ow galners and that thes€ skills "

in turn are ch1ef1y 1nf1uenced by the mother—child factors although

i
total family factors are often 1nvolved. ~She found no impact of
family 51ze. ) ‘ ©

.
. s ’

" Radin (1972) used three groups.. Each group attended half~time
preschool group program. In addition, ore group “had home v1sits and

parent group meetings with a social worker, a second group had home

.

visits.but no group meetings, and a third group had home visits with-

- out the mother§'present andgno.group visiets. 'bnlphthirfy-nfpe per "
cent of the.mothers attended at 1eaet one-half of the group meetings.
Using the .S-B and PPVT,. he found no discernible differences in gainS; .
between gro%ps of ch}ldren in the pre-kindergarten year, but the gro;p

1l

“without any parenta} involvement showed no qontinuation of verbal

-

growth "in the kindergarten year. There were discernible changes in

«

the mothers. The group with maximum involvement showed a significént

. e
increase in educational materials.in the home and a decrease in e

.
- .

authoqitarian behavior.
Radin & Weikgrt (1967) involve% twenty-four chiidren (twelve

“three year olds/and‘?%elvé four yeat olds) each year for five years in

a project which comblned weekly ninety mlnofe private home%teachlng
se551ons w1th/a daily three hour nurser; school. They recorded in-home-> '
mother invoiveme?t on a six point scale and found one th1rd of mothers

spent an extensive amount of time_par%fcipatlng. They found a range

-
o« ¢

of gains madé by children in the project. The main differences between

high-and low gainers vere related to living in public housing-GSZ‘of




+

low ga1ners but only 467 of h1gh gainers 1ived in public housing - and
¢
the participation of other children, in ‘the. sess1ons, 46/ of high

©
° 1 -

compared with 67% of low gainers had other children present during
» * s ‘\‘ . N
*home vislits. . A
. J
'S - L P .

Schaefer (1969) 'provided a program in wh1ch two tutors alternated
'

' weekly in* vis1ting each child one hour daily, five days a week from

k)

~f1fteen months to three years of age. This project had experimental

and congrol groups of,thirty—one children each; Egips in I.Q. which

. v

LY

occurred during treatment ghowed a gignificant drop one year later.
% .

¢ A S
This was attributed to lack of maternal involvement. He found a

.
LY . x

s1gn1ficant correlation of cor%style to the child!s behavior and mental
>

test scores determined by the Bayley Infant Mental Test, ‘the S-B

-

and (RPVT, bbther,participation was evaluated one~third showing

a g at deal of participation, one-third moderate partic1pation and

one—third little partic1pation. ) -

’ »
.

‘ ! LY «
‘ Related to the problems of‘meaSﬁEEEEnt described by researchers

- - ¢
above, othe¥ writers'have pointed out the limitations of current

1
instruments for evaluation of program outcomes with young children

¥ ) ’

(Deutsch & Deutsch 1968; Glick, 1968; Stott & Ball, 1965)

M »

Desp1te the long—term nature of most of the prOJects described
] !
above the’ problem of determining significant outcomes still exists and

/ - -

is confounded by the proBlems of measurement instriments which T

probably do pot measure some of the most désirable~changes in child
) ) ' a ¢ '
i development, and by a wide range of variables which might influence o

behavior. The'possibilit%/of obtaining significant ‘evidence of
A}

change in a short term project appeaxs slight.




‘ *
One s1gnif1cant factor causing change appears to‘be the impact of °

r

. the mother's 1nvolvement and modification of behavior. Some of the |
projects attempted to measure change 13 the mother s style but’ ,
Coller s:(l9;2) review of mother—chlld 1hteractlon scales indlcates

“ that most are in, the development stages with few having reports on

- » /’

. valldlty or’ rellability. They requlre laboratory-. procedﬁres and *

extended observation. Using these measures would appear té;tequire
.staff tralned in their. use with cohsiderable time, for observ tion.
Y ~ - 4 ‘

) Nev?»theless many df the programs report a degree of less fpormal

»

evaluation’ resulting from anecdotal recofds maintained by home visiting

staff, parent 1nterv1eWS, the use of rating scales on home environment

. » - »

and parent involvement and staff debr1efing interviews. The detailed

guides for home visltors available from DARCEE (Glesy, 1970) and "the

Verbal-Interaction Project (Levenstein, 1969 c) provide useful

~

7
, ! . , . .
information and recommendations for similar projects. . e

The wide variation in ‘the type of treatment carried out with the

-

experimental group does not provide clear evidence as to-"the most

desirable t1ming or duration or frequency of v1siting. Most programs

”

appear t0fproV1de a weekly or oftener frequency of visitlng from
”

L4

-
?

».one-half to one and one-half hours in duration.

€osts were provided by only two projects, DARCEE which indicates

a top 'cost of $440 per child per year with a professional teacher - .

- - .

. .
visitor. Costs decline with the use off paraprofessional staff - '

(Barbrach & Horton, 1970 b). Levenstein (1969 a) found’that the

- -

materials tost one hundred.dollars per child including the toy chest .
) i ) ' :
for each of two years, and a total cost of fout hundred dollars per
»

»
.
&
rd
‘
LY
> A

¢
£ fhe
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; . ; 0

child per year including waterials.

[N
A

Assumptions

the following assumptions could be safely made:

1.

* .
- development, ‘and provided the modifications are of sufficient

/7

‘ From ‘the review of the literature outlined above, we felt that

o

Family factors have a high degree of both immediate and long-term

effects on child development as measureg by a variety of tests:

prior to and in school. Although the many possible family factors
have POt been sorted out, it appears probable that the'mother is

a dominant factor. Two factors affecting the mother s influence

" *appear -to be the mother's perception of herself as able to influence

the child's development, and the mother's perception of the child
as having the ability Lo succeed. Other family factors which

pr?bably have considerable influence are the materials and exper-

iences proVided by the home, and the mediation of these experiences'

through language. . “ . y

o s

Intervention in the child's enviropdfient dan be effective provided '

. . > .
it ‘begins early enough, probably at or befor%'the age of language

~

. L

: A
degree to effect a change: the more severely depriving the en-

v

vironment,’ the more massive the intervengsion required. .

There are no confirmed techniques for modifying the environment.
. .
qst the present time, ‘the most effective procedures would appear
U . - .

A

to belg combination of -introducing a variety of materials and

experiences ‘plus attempts to upgrade the mother's self—perception

" and mediating techniques in situations where the environmental

deficits are not so severe as to prohibit the possibility of




!/3" . - - .
y &

" change.

4. The use of an adult in-home model is probably most effective in
o
)

changing maternal behavior. This model must possess several im-

<

\?pbrtant skills: ability to relate to the particular family
\\ s

especially mother d-child, ability to be accepting of thg family,

)
knowledge of ¢hild development, and the use of non-didactic teach—

ing.techniques. A high degree of success can be obtained by
non-professiopai persons provided therg is pre-employment training
in thé/specific skills necéssary and that there is skilled prof-

essional supervision. .

-

5. The probability of achieving significant measuregblte~pgutcomes on

psychometric devices on a short-term project appears te be extreme-

[y

ly limited and offset b; the necessity of maintaining an -6ffective

—

working relationéhip'witg;the family and of giving consideration

to the staff and funds available. ;

However the outcomes.achieved by these prOJects indicated the

strong probability that a ploject utilizing relatively untrained

\

> student visitors" foliowing’a short orientation and using sspec-
ially developed materials would have a probability\b{}achieving
the desitable qutcomes of ‘enhancing the skill level .of student

teachers in w;rking with batents»and deveioping matenial§ for ‘

young children and enhancing the mother's perception of herself and

hervskills in providing educatiodnal experiences in the home.

* ©
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S II.- Project Operation

1. Project- Timeline

An apptoachkto Early Childhood Services was first made in January.

A tentative proposal was prepared and submitted to E.C.S. by Campbell

] i ’i o j _ )
//// ating the Progect. )

. 4 o
The“original plan was to establish the project committee.in early

*

April and to carry on home-finding apd securing a project coordinator’

- 12

® 3

(J during that month, . ’ ' .

4 4 ’ v
It did not appear wise to take up the time of the persons to be

» e

. inVoIVed nor- to initiate contact with families until funding was for—

mally guaranteed vhich did not occur until the end of April. This de—

lay created considegable pressure on the Project Directors and the

Coordihator. The former were forced to delay the|final decisions .and
. l S
arrangements with respect to 1ntegrating the project into tﬁe course
l

to be taught during Sprgng Session May 6 to June 15th, and then were

%

under great préssur;gto complete these during the week of May 1 ~ 6.
The latter, hired only on May lst, worked very hard the first week of

v

. May; acquiring\a list of prospective families, visiting ﬁamilies to
- request and confirm participation, and providing E.C.S. with the {n-
formation required for funding. -
. During the period of the Early Childhood Curriculum and Instruc-
tion Course May 6 to June 14, the project was carried‘on by~ the stud-

ents working'under the Project Directors who were the course instruct-

< . : - ~
ofs, and the Project €oordinator who organized student =~ home visits,

purchase of kit materials, maintenance of log books and other'tasks

\
»
-

-9
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2

related to the project.. : , ’

2
visited homes and’ organized group

Pr-

*  The students prepared kits,

-

. !
sessions for parents at. the University Kindergarten which was: not in
» ! "
t ‘/

regular use during June.

After June 14th, a Rroject Assistant was hired to work. with the
< H

-

Project Coordinator making home visits, exchanging and repairing kits,

i
} )

organizing parent outings,

»

maintaining log books and project records,-

£2
and assisting the PrOJect Directots in evaluation of the prOJect.

3lst with all the kits collected and re~

!

i
i

turned to storage at the University.
I

- 4, A ‘
Throughout the Project, the Advisory Committee met regularly, and .
\ !

inator(and Project

The Project terminated August

frequent meetings were held between the, Project .Cood
Two participating parents were added to the initial Advisory
/

!
i

'Directors.

L]

Committee.
. ) ‘ . }
The project proposal as finallly adopted by the Advisory Committee,

R

/
the Department of Elementary Education, and Early Childhdod Services
o

t

1s included as Appendix A. ’ |

¢

-~ |
!

y -
. ! i
-

. \ i
2., Project Objectives ~y . J
: ;‘/ ~

1

.
4 n

The following 1list of\bbgectives was developed to ghide the ad-

visory commiftee and the project staff-in making &ecisions with respect
} k

-

to, the project, and for evaluating the success or failure of the projeet,/
/

1. To determine if thenstinulus provided by an in—home service will 4,/
2

!
/

L4 :
lead to parent involvement and continuation*of a program. 4
0 the children//;d

-

!

-

2. To provide an effective pre—primary experience to |

’




v families.

. ¢

3. 'To provide students with an opportunity to atilize course theory

h 1

in a relevant and meaningful way.

4. To provide useful information to E.C.S. regarding:
(a) alternative ways of proviaing services to families,
(b) parent-development techniques,

. ) ) ’ sy .
(c) appropriatd materials for kits., \E—,—ﬁif | .

"5, To ptovide useful information to the University on training of

- .
* »

teachers for early ‘childhood programs regarding:

v

(a5 alternative ways of maﬁing t@eory relevant to practise,
{b) tecﬁniques for implementing and interna%izing theory.

- B

-~
wiy

" 3. The Advisory Committee P ' .-

Original intentions were that the project would be operated bﬁ)
e

this Committee, Technicalities which permitted.funding only to an in-

corporated body aqg the shortage of lead time necessitated formal

operation under the University of Aiberta, Department 6faﬁiementary,

w Il N EN )

Education. Decision making with resé%ct to operating policy was ° :
-

. e
L

carried out entirely by the Advisory Committee.“
The Advisory Committee was established as the policy-making body

P
” '

for the Project. Members, werg"selected to provide a variety of back- R

B

grounds and because of their pfevious involvement in working with fam~

ilies.in a variety of contexts. Two members from the participating
% ¥ ) :

[ 1%
‘parents, ,and the Project Coordinator were added to the original group

. s
8y
of six. , s




o ) - t
This Committee held six meetings summarized in the following . \
) ’ . \ ! . 1 xt
paragraphs: . ' . ’
* i) April 18th to establish policy, review the draft‘agoposal, to

¥ 4

., ' establish criteria for a project coordinator, and to-eitablisﬁ

.. criteria for selection of homes.

-
~

a ii) May 1st with mhe newly appointedc?roject Coordinator to review

policy, discui% responéibiiities of the project coordinator, T
& "S:;
and to develop criteria for evaluation. ) .

. iii) May 16th to receiVe a eport on the progress of the projecg-
N f

N - » \' ’ .
X ' including selection of f&milies,,problems of delayed funding,
. . [ 4 N
a report Sh course content related to the project, and the
appointment of perent reprégentatives.  -°

iv), June 12th with the newly aﬁﬁointed parent representatives

&

present to hear a progress repont on the project including
. f
continuing delay of funding, reviewcof the buget, outcomes of

* student ipvolvement, femily involvement, -criteria for project

H ( .
assistant! future plans, and plans for the preparation and

-

’ : t
distribution of report. .
v) August 21st to receive a final progress report of project

.

activities, budget review,- retrieval and'stofage of kits,
> -7

letters of appreciation, letter of copcern re funding. delay,

’

e

preparation and distribution of project ﬁport." '

vi) A final meeting September 25th to review the draft of thy

-

Project Report. N -1 '
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- Families and Children

4.

. ~

Before setting criteria for selecting»families, discysssions were
o ’ "held with a number of X ‘ource persons who were knowled eable about

e 7

the distribution of preschool
¢ - <

services within the city We were

L 4 i /
'+cohesiveness necessary if Objective 1 was/to be achieved

(See page 20).’ ’ * :

.

Jhe‘problems of transportation for student participan'ts re-
» M X

., - PPN
" B

quired a relatively small area easily accessable by bus with- "

. in a reasonable travelling time. .

>

e >
cL The need 'to ¢irculate kits and make home visits by a project .
. v staff of _two reg}ired homes reasonably close to each other. -5
d)

The plan to hold group outings, which .was related to achieving

-

Objective 1 by promoting interaction®among’ parents, required

bus pickup, and a smaller area would facilitate this.

*

The Advisgry Committee finally selected the Eastwood area.of -

-

- 'Edmonton as an area within the City which

. o 1

probably had the fewest pre-

school group programs.

This area is outlined on the map (Tablesl, P. 24)

This area has been classified by Early Childhood Services as a

. "disadvantaged area', Such a definition is based on the following
' * criteria: ! :3;3 Co
- : - .

o (a) Children who meet the follgwing criteria:

(1) Culturally different and/or educationally disadvantaged
(school .achievement, attendance, Drop-out rate, .
is bglow acceptable level)
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¢ (11) All children whé reside within. an area of. the .
_Province designated for particular attention and o
opportunity Certaintschbol districts and particular
"inner city" areas of Jarger urban districts will

. be designated for special attention.

\ (if1) Any child,from a "disadvantaged" area is eligible -

' to enter an approved program if his.age -as of

>  September 1, 1973 is 4 years, 6 months but less

.than 5 years, 6 months.

[y

o

YR CHARACTERISTICS At least 15% of the children have environ-

» ments that limit them from having a fair start because of

; such conditions as poverty, severe isolatibn, protein-~

calorie malnutriticdn, single parent care,/paucity of language
stimulation detrimental and/or limited Home experiences,
and deviant cultural differences and ethnic patterns.

V(OperatiOns Manu%l for EarIy Childhood Services, p 24)

e

L

Selection oﬁ'families for participation was done according to the

following criteria established by the Advisory ‘Committee sﬁbject to

~—

the constraints impased by Early Childhood Services for funding:

}

a)

-

The family must have a ehild born between Eprch 1, 1969 and

" March 1, 1970 and therefore eligible to enter a kindergarten

program “in September.1974 in order to qualify for E.C.S.

funding for the projeét.

The child and parent mast have a working knowledge of spoken
R > .

t

English in order to communitate effectively with the student,

and visiting teacher. ¢ ' .

k4

The mother must be at' home during the day and willing to

participate in the project. . y
2

-

The family must have no previous exposure to preschool ex- .

periences.

There were younger 5iblings présent who might enhance the




experiehces of the students in the course. (This was not a .-

“ .
[
1 ' . s

’
.

necessary factor). . ‘ ‘ .
- N ? - . *
AY f

£)" There appearéd to be %;good possibility that the student

< 4

would be able to work effectively with the family. 1t was

. .

hoped. to avoid ?Emilies with severe problems requiring skills

? !
®

the students would not have.

,

Lists of possiblé(participéting families were received from the

v

Eassyood Health Clinic nurses/ the principals of St. Leo and St. Clare
-] .
Separate Schools both of whiéh had' no krndergarten programs prior to

,.

1975-76. -Because "these lists did not provide enough families,

-

additional nameﬁéwere secured from Newton School which did have an

y l
operating kindergagten. i; addition, names «were provided by .

=

I'd

families visited 7

One family was required for each student registered in the Spring

Session Ed, Ci 404 course3~L total of nineteen families, and the
/
~

deadline for submitting names for funging was given as May 6 by
N
Early Childhood Services. Sixty families were visited in the limited o
e

time available and in order to obtain the required number, it wag,

necessary to disregard the criterion of "no Bpevious exposure to pre-

school’ experience" for five families,‘three of which had older siblings

attending kindergarten programs, and two where Parents were on the

Parent'Committee %or the proposed kindergarten at St. Leo's- School.

‘Egﬁh family was approached by the-coordinatér who explained the

project to the parent. There were varied »easons for refusal to

. .
~

participater
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L) f;mfly‘ﬁolidays and visiting relatives fro overseas
3 ~a

2) insufficient trorking know{if§g of English ¢ . .

3) previous exposure to preschool programs ) . <
- - . -

<
—
.

4) mothers who worked
5) regular doctor's appointments

% 6) openly skowed dislnterest (only two families) -,
[ ‘ [ '_‘ ! LN
"Participants weke gold that a student would contact the family

e

to arrange a date for her first “visit at which time she would merely
" become acquainted with th7/;;rent, family and child. No written in- . )

formation was provided about the project,

We felt it was very important to establish & firm basis of trust-:

and respect with the families. Therefore 'no effort was made ‘to

* s

secure data on families through direct questioning. Any information

was. acquired fnformélly through observation and casual conversation so

common data are not available in all categories for all families,
The nineteen families finally confirmed were scattered throughout
, r .
the Eastwood area, These families had a total of sixty-nine known

chiidren (Table 2, p. 28).. Known total gi?Zf;; family ranged from

’

three to nine persons, with from one to seven known chiidreg. There

1]

were three families with ﬁust one known:éhild and all of these were
s

£

two-parent fémilies. Three familRes had two known children, three

-

families hﬁf three known'éhildren, five families had four children,

and five families had five or more childyten.

1

For ch*tﬂéen under five years - six months, six families had one,

five families had two, five families had three, and three families had

four, ‘a total of forty-three children, twenty-eight boys and fifteen
, .

&




. TABLE 2 t,

Total number of known children in the nineteen .
families involved in the Project. .

1

Older Siblings Children Children
© 54 - 16 yrs. 4 yrs-6 mons under 4-6
. » .] to 5 yrs 6 mons
Boy .} 6irl ] Boy | Girl. Boy 1 Girl

-

1




# .

girls. Twenty—one oALthese were betweeﬁ the -ages of four years-six

¢
a

months and five- years - six months and twenty-two children were under

. . . ¢,

four years - six month There were sixteen boys and five girls in
-~

the 4 6 to 5-6 category; twelve boys and ten girls in the under 4 6

)

[y

- category. oo o .o

Fifteen were two-parerit families and four were ;ingle parent fam*

Y
»

ilies, the singlezparedt being the mother. Two families vere second .

N . marriages. 1In ten families, the parents estimated age range was 20

¢

to 30 years, in six families it was 30 to 40 years, in‘two families

» N t

S it was 40" té. ‘50 years, and in one*family 50 t0s60 years (Table 3,

t
5 a -
ty 2 . N
. .

s - .page 30) o , o

;b' 9 ﬁ " * \

) .o We ortginally attempted to idenﬁdfy a groupiof children, as
"/‘
l\__’ ¢ . [ *

- "target children" for purposes of fundin§ However we were able to
abandon thiz limitation when funding was made Fvailable on a project
basis., Although Lhe gmoup of children four” years - six months to five

- e o,
years® -~ six months was the. main focus for kits’and teachers,,all

S . R

.

the DPregchdol chiidren were involved for most families, and sometimes
or

L W e N
-

older181511ngs as well. ) o .

< »
. ° Careful recording of aél observations of Jthe ch;ldren in the

K

) 4 6 to 5- 6 category OVer the four-month period of the project led’
project staff to conclude that most could be identified as within the
) normal range of development for their ages. Six exhibited _some
emotional problems, such 5; high levels of insecurity and - -,

»
- > %

dependency. Fopr children had slight speech problems, and ne, had

a severe problem, the .child' s speech being quite unintellfgible.

.
¥

Ao T

o

9
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~ .
.

This child had not spoken until four years of age and had three older
siblings attenaing'special schools. One child was identified as .
possEssing poss1ble learning or perceptual difficulties, and one was

in poor health.

v

The families represented a wide range of known or inferred ethnic

v

< backgrounds: ‘eight families were of white Anglo-Saxon background

¥

two families were of Ukrainian background, one of Italian background,

-3
N
three ‘were .Canadian Indian background and five were of mixed Canad1an

) ~ Indian and non-Endian background.
Income lew ls~could only be estimated and were placed on a five
. level scale rel ting to the project. 1Two families were rated high,

one low and six were known to be receiving social allowance (Table 4,

: : P- 32). . '

~ Observed learning conditidns as -Andicated by size of family, type
of housing and ownership, ‘where known, appeared to be a more significant
¢ indicator of economic well-being. This is probably true because long~
" er established families on low incomes had used the longer period of
time to acquire a home and belongings which appeared to provide a
moré comfortaple-life style. They had a higher level of disposable
T~ T - ¢
———"""1income which could be used for other than basic necessities, Differ-
ences in liuing conditions appeared to be due to the age of parents
and ibildren,'the number of children in the family, the sense of ualues
and ability to manage money. Ten of the families appeared to have.
adequate or better accommodation according to family size and they
b4 maintained a reasonable, comfortable standard of homemaking. Seven
families appeared to have minimal and two families definitely in-

[
adequate accommodation for family size with a number of these ex-




TABLE 4

Estimated Income Level

(As compared with other families in project)

L K

Average Average Average Soéial
to high -1 to low Allowances

X heavy X Plant X truck \ X Shift
equipment Shift driver worker
mechanic’ Worker . | in

; * plant

2

X Works ) . X dry wall
with worker

air-
planes

o
X pipe ,;&a X salvage
insulator |- worker

The table shows some known occupations which may indicate ipcbme

levels compared with the general population but we did not attempt to

carry out such a comparisons,




- t]
reasons discussed in the introduction.

j 8

"in suites, -three in two family dwellings,

-

© 3

hibiting a less than a comfortable level of furnishings and living

»

conditions. Eleven families lived in siﬁgle—family dwellings, three

aﬂd two in multiple-family ‘
housing.

by

ATl the families with the exception of two remained in the project

until its completion. One family dropped out of the project at the

end of the first six weeks and another left one month before the end

«

Some families were not visited for short periods

e

due to vacations and one family was "lost" for a few weeks due to a

<

because of a move.

~

move but returned to the prdject before its completion.

Families were divided into three groups based on whether or nvt
children were registered in.Efndergarten programmes for September 1974.

Each of the groups were deéigﬁgted by a.color: the blue group con-
sisted of children who were registered in an existing kindergartens,

the yeIlow group consisted of children registered in proposed kindergar-
tens and the white group consisted of children who were not registered
in kindergérten. ‘

No attempt was made to pre-~test Ehildg@n entering the project for
Our main goal was to establish
profitable trusting relationships with the families by presenting the
projecg in the least threatening wéy possible, and to avoid"anything

that might have an effec¢t on the parent-child interaction.

~

In any

case, the short period between acquiring the families and the need for

students to begin horle visits would have prevented any such testing.

t
! r
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5. Projéct Staff ' / | '

} L4 t * ‘
Iwo paid staff were employed goé/the project/to provide a ratio

~

[ -

of one visiting teacher to each /ten families, ' This was felt to be a
. i

workable |ratio. . The principlé function of the two staff, following
. _ "

. | . :
the completion of the studeht involvement, was the circulation of

t
1

/ 2 _ ) ,
kits aeﬂ the making of home visits to families at two. week intervals.

A degéription of the desired qualifications anq respons1bilit1es of
boﬁé the Project Di/ector and Assistant are 1ncluded in the ProJect

/
’Pioposal (Appendix A, p. 5 and 6) /andeadditional detail ‘5a the home

I 4 ‘ -~

visits is included in this report, "Activitiesfw1th +E; milies" (p. 46).

{

; In addition to the visiting, the Project Co inator also had
f
responsibilities relating to coordination and'supervision. Overall

! -

administration and bookkeeping were carrded out by the Project Directors,

and Department of Elementary Education ofrice!personnel.
Dorothy Howard, who possessed a Bachelor of Education with a
specialiqation in Early Childhood from the University of Alberta, was'

<

hired as Project Coordinator. She possessed many years-.of teaching

experience with kindergarten dnd primary children in England and

»

Quebec and Northern Eskimo and Indian Communities in Canada.

N

Lllen Thotipson who had completed two years of training in Spécial

Education in the Faculty of tducation University of Alberta,:ﬁas) '

7
hired as/Project Assistant. Ellen had worked for three and one-half

-

years as| an assistant in the Glenrose Hospital‘preschool program, and

at "the Provincial Department of Social Development in Child Welfare.

s
L

Because the’Project was structured in as flexible a manner as

v
) L3
-
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possible to enable project staff to'respond to emerging needs, it was .

°

- necessary for the staff to operate in a spontaneous manner according tq

v

Y

3

to the needs of the moment. Staff found that when they were present-

LY a . . - X
ing materials to the "target child", they frequently had a group of

children including'younger‘and older siblings, relatives, friends, and

LI

neighbors. In addition to picking up kits and passing them on:to ]

another family, they found it necessary to locate and check kit“ﬁat—

erials before presenting a new kit, and to discuss the experiences of

1

the previous two weeks in relation to kit materials. In some cases, s

their role éxpanded to that of a companion and social contact for the ’

¢

“ mother and ‘sometimes a shoulder to cry upon. Some hard decisions were

. . / .
. > . . . -

made with respect to the amount of involvement that was wise and poss-
A -

ible, especially when requested to provide transportation in a situation

.
vhere a woman made a decision to leave her husband.

Among other unanticipated responsibilities the staff were required

to spend a considerable amount,of time repairing and replenishing

depleted kit materials., - - .

In general, the staff carried out the duties outlined in the

-

‘Proposal except for prepafing,the report. On the recommendation of

the Advisory Committee the report was prepared by the Project Directors

on the basis of information provided from all possible Lources.

¥

Students ' . ) ' ) ”

-

Nineteen students who were taking -the course in Curricolum and

Instruction 4in Early Childhood, Ed. CI 404, were involved in the

project from May 6th to -June 1l4th. They participated as part of the
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t requirement fogLFredit in the course which consisted of .three hour
1 s - B "

‘morning sessions followed by a one and one-half hour. afternoon lab.

The latter time was used fléxibly to'provide for the visits to the
» s ‘

homes , preparation of materials, seminars and other activities. :It

was-obvious that we would need to provide experiences to, enable Students
to acquire new skills and strategies in addition to those already in-

cluded in the early~thildhood trainigg'prbgram:‘ A complete otitline

/ k3 »
. < of the’course content, and the student involvement is included in
' LY

the Project Proposal, Appendix A, (page 3). R -

Each’ student was a§§ignedeto a famfly with one or more chiidren of

~ «
. . .

ppeprimgsy agé. Thg studen;‘madg several visits/to the homif prepar-

ing a trial kit of learning materials after the first two visits, and

- . .

- @ second permanent kit, for circulation during the rest of the project.

In addition, the students piénned a group session whic¢h brought to~ .

<

g{%her several childreh and parents. .

”

v Students were involved for the purpose of gaining experience in

working on a one-to-one basis interacting, observing and prescribing

’ Ld
- experiences for children of a variety of ages, and experience in
-r. . - L4

\interacting with and developing relationships with parents as a basis

for an understanding of families and ;héir funétion. (Both in-class

* -

and in-~the-field experiences were utiliééd in devéloping these skills. .
e
., L . - {
%g The students'aere involved in encounter sessions to develop increased

"awareness and understanding of themselves and how their pexsonal biases

and expectations miéht affect their encounters with parents. Frequent

2

“ small group’sessions with staff and selected guests (e.g. health nurse,

& home visiting teachers) were held to discuss emeréing needs and’

a
[ a

ix

i -
- “
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problems arising from their visits with families. Through role

playing, students were encouraged to develpp a greater sensitivity to,

-~ e

the feelings;éf children, parents,'éolleagues and community members

and greater skill in handling new and sometimes difficult Situations.,

Verbal and nonverbal communication skillg were assessed for their
.

effect on developing rapport, ‘trust and interest with families whose:

e

life style was often extremely differenf‘ﬂrom the student. A pro-

-

fessorof family ‘studies was invited in to. provide a bette//understand—

L2 4:‘ 4

N ing ‘of the family unit and the. child's place witﬁin that unit.

In addition to developing a deeper understand&ng of young child-

ren's developmental stages, needs and interests through reading, films

-.‘ .

and oBservation, special attention was paid to the type of interaction
. ‘ B ’ . ‘
among children, their parents and siblings.™ Experiences and materials
e

were specifically prepared for children of different ages to supple;‘

ment or enhance the qhild's previous experiences. Reaction to, and
»

interaction with, the material was garefully observed and assessed in

’ N )

terms of appropriateness for each child and needed modification

suggested. | % . Va

2

The students ranged in age from eight who were under thirty, eight

between thirty and forty, to three over forty. Seven students had *

children of their own. Three students were completing their third

year of t1a1ning, thirteen were in their fourth year, and three were

in post-graduate programs. Six students had only student teaching

experience in primary grades, ten had between one and five years of

M)

teaching ékperience in kindergarten and primary, one had over five -

years of experience, one had completed one year as a teacher aidé in




érade one, and one had substituted. There was a wide range of

s
.

pergohalities and characteristic§.
\ N .t

ation, number and ages of children and ethnic background

According to their. logbooks, class and private discussions an

the observations of the instructors and Project Coardinator, the

- r

students became very involved in the project. The majority of students

A

spent from £§¥Ey—four to seyventy hodrs in the)preparation of .kits and

¥

visiting the‘homes, with two sbending sliéhtly fewer. hours and two,

spending more. This amount of time is far in excessqof che normal

g
v AT,

laboratory requirements-in thi% course, - .

v _

3
[}

6. Kits and Materials

The kits were intended to provide an incentive for families to

become involved through. having ac.ess to both the resources of
! ' .

the kit and the home visitor. They were designed to provide expe-
riences for the child which he might not otherwise have had. Because
we ‘hoped that the kits would provide the parents with ideas for using

in-home materials in a nore effective way as well as wikth ideas for
E 4

,

good materlals to purchase, the kits included materials found in the
nome, as well as ¢ommercially prepar%d materials. Finally the' kits
were intended to provide students with an opportunity to select and

make materials, so the kits contained a number of student made materials.

During the first week of fhe course students were provided with
z ¢ ' ’
theory on child development and on materﬁéls and equipment for young

-
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\\ . children. The student prepared a "bag of tricks" of apprgximately -
4

- . five toys or play materials which she took on her first visit to ‘the

. L . »

family tJ occupy and interest the child and gain some information

3 . M

by~ . .
on the child's interests the skills. The main objective of the visit

P

N was to establishwrapport with the parent or parents and to acquire from -«
. . . . ~ n '
the parent usgful information for preparing a kit for the childien
s

2 in the family. Vo -, @

-

- .

Al

d . ¥
So During the following week, students under the guidance of course F
%§ 1nstructors planned and prepared a trial kit incorporating 5 variety )
QFEV ! of materlals assessed as suitable for their particular familv,

*

N delivered it and spent some time in demonstrating the materiil;‘Snd

interacting witH the child or children and parents. This kit-Was re-
- N 14
‘trieved ona third visit the next week when students discussed with par-

ents and children the use of and reaction to the materials containeds

in the kit.” o ) ¥ .

» .

The first set of kits was evaluated by the studenté,project « ]

"

coordinator and course inStructors on the basis of child interest,
f _ . R . C -
use of the materials, and areas of @evelopment provided for. .

’ ™, P 904 )
Based on the‘broject literature, advice from Advisory Committee

3

‘members, and_desired outcomés for .child developpent, a general out—
!
\ t "line was developed by professors and students as a basis fqor preparing
N U M [ .
N ‘ - ¥
the second set of kits. Rather than a focus on a single developmental

or cirriculum area, materials designed to contribute tc a number of

I3

different areas of development were included in each kit. This .

approach was preferred because it permitted integration of curriculum

- &

and developmental activities, and represented an approach to the:total

~
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" development of tﬁé child. Furthermore, we felt that a variet§ of

materials;ypuld habé\a wider apbeal to the'child, and the possi@élity

- -

of at‘least gome of the materials being suitable to ﬁhe’needs of each

Al

A )
in eac¢h of eleven areas:

1.” Gross Motor—'running, h pping, Sklpping, @ancing, swimming,

~~

-

: climbing, jumping, bouncing, rolling, crawling.

J
° 2. Small Motor- (eye—hand coo dination)
. i -
3. . Sensory awareness and discrimination skills. 540 -
. - ’
« 4. Abstraﬁging “and Mediating Skills- ordﬁr;ng, association,

. i .
clgss&fication, sequencing.

- ¢

5. Relational concebpts - relativity, contrast
‘ h 4

«
- 4 +

6. Langdage —,vocabularY, listening, patterns and/so?nds, sequenc-

*ing. <

» 7. Exploring the environment - natural materials, cause-effect,

.transformatipon of matter, sequence.in time and number, cycles

- products of technology.

RN

.
. 2

s

8. Mathematics - one-to-one correspondence, grouping, sequencing,

*weight, direction, measurement.

“»
9. Self-concept or self-awareness.

10. Expressive activity - paiﬂting, dr?matic play, puppets, records,
.
instruments.,

\.

11. Imagination and feeling stimulator - beauty, enjoyment.

4

, . Students.were divided into three groups to correspond to the groups
f\v

fapilies. Each group made a set of kits. Each student pfepafed one

.

[ 2
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. v

kit'in the set, and for eacﬁ'kit, the materials in each area had

L]

!
a slightLy different emphasis. This provided reinforcement of

important skills and concepts but maintained interest and enjoyment

-t

and variety In addition each kit contained a Statement of‘bbjectives,

."J

a suggested activity for parents to do with the chi£d$~an inventory,

v ”

and a list o§ materials under the fnllowing headings:

-~
~

durriculum Area- Material . Suggestinns Source Cost

>
[

* for adult ~Manufacturer, -exact cdst if
enhancement if purchasei., purchased or in .
for use . catalogue. )

-Catalogus, -if made~include
page info. list of necessary
' materials for making

-Self-made, a estimated cost.

- plan or inst-
ructions for :
making
-1f copied from
resource book,
give name of
book, author,
year, publisher,
) page.
Also included were: ~

5

'(1) Information that would be required about a family for send-

.

ing out the kit such as:

.
v

4 ' Number-and age of pre-primary children.

.

%
Type of equipment available in home - recoxrd player, cass-

!

ette tape recorder, .
(ii§

A 1ist of A.V. equipment needed to accompany or to use the

-

kit.

(111) A 1ist of materials that requlred replacing each time the

[ b

Rit was used.
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(iv) Safety concerns if kit was to be used in families, with

younger children. e.g. - small items that might be
o

sWallowed,'etc.

#

The second set of kits was disﬁiaxed for all the students

to see Jgé carefully evaluated by the_ course instructors. In

some cases dangérous and unsuitable materials were removed.
Outlines of each of the kits arranged under the three groups is
proviagd in *Appendix B. /Ngmes of the student—desigﬁers are includeq
with each kit. Based on observations of usé wi;h the families

3 -
the kits and materials were evaluated by the project staff. This
information is contﬁ}ned in Appendix ﬁ with the\kit outlines.
Students averaged§an expeﬂditur; of thirty-five dollars for
cormercial articles forseach of the twenty-two kits. . Items from

the first set of kits were used in the second kit if they‘

-

fitted the cateéories.' To this was added the cost of materials

supplied for making items for the kits. This was ‘estimated at

ten dollaré qaking an apprqfimate total cost of forty-five dollars
per final kit. Each kit was packed in a single box limited in
si;e for easy bort;bility.

Prepamation of the kits would not Have been possible without
the many“long hours provided by the students. Although project
funds had not been received from Early Cﬁildhood Services, students

used their own money to purchase ready-made materials. Raw

materials were provided through university funds. Students:were

* Available at separate cost to rest of report.

»
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) subSeguéié%x reimbursed.

Tévattempt to determine the most effective method of

presenting the materials, it,was intended that the yellow set

’

of k{ts would contain instructions f;;\ﬁarents, the blue kits
*\\ﬁipe

. 1 o >
would contain instructions for the visiting teacher and-the w
. SN

kits would be self-explanatory. Instead, it appeared’that each .

student presented the materials to the child, interaéting o
spontaﬂeously and according to the cbild’s reaction«tolthq
materials. This style og}presentation was continued by the two
visiting.teacher§ througﬁout the rest of the summer: It was not
found feasible or practic51 to implement only one method of
presentaiion as had been iﬁtended, so each methbd'was incorporated

in each visit., The reasons\for this were:

\ 1) The role established by the student of intergcting

spontaneously with the child and materials was continued '

"t

| by the visitng teachers.

2) *The children were eager to use the materials, immediately,

.

with the teacher.

- 3) In most cases parent expectations were that the visiting

N

teacher would work with the child. . This idea had been
reinforced by the letter of introduction to them

.(Appendix C).

.-y

. : s . K - ¢
4) The svecific method of presentation was not clearly obyious
in each kit. In the case of the white kits, materials

frequently required explanation for parent and child if
N\

the materials was to perform its function.

. ) . P

o
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

N

*

3 bk | bt

The entire kit was left in the home for a two week period.
N
Téere were no formal instructions regarding its use and care

-~

although suggestions were made to individual families. An

inventory wds included with each kit to aid in assuring the *
13 , b

.return of 'all items. The degree to which the kits were used and

the extent to which they vere cared for varied coﬁsiderably.

?

Some kits were used with no parent supervision and\gsfe returned in
~ - .

extremely poor éondition. Some were used only under supervision

>

and were still returned in‘a haphazard condition and others wére

-used under supervision and were f%turned intact. , Some were
extensively used without supervision but thoroughly checked and
B + .

returned intact. Some were little used -and returned as delivered. |

One mother felt an obligationéto replace anything that was lost

.

or broken ‘even though she was told'this was not nece$sary. In
R . .

some cases staff attempted, where possible,'to check”the kit in

*
N

. . \,
the home before leaving with it. . .

For the duration of the project following the student
; ' '

involvement the project staff attempted to maintain the kits in
. ’ . *

. . !
their original forml. A few materials were removed because they

were found to Ee dangerous. Materials which were lost or which

° D

proved not to be durable were replaced by similar materials on

hand from the first set of kits or materiéls purchased ‘cheaply,
mainly from the Goodwill Store. Ong kit containing a large
L

number of materials which were not durable was removed from

circulation and the useful materials used in other kits. (Blue #4)
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The:Blue and Yellow sets of kits were maintained reasonably

- intact intheir original form. They were retUTHEJ in generally
good order by the families who used them. " ) .

) The White set of kits were more depleted at the conclﬁsion

of the project then either of the other sets. This set‘of kits

. circulated among families where use by the children~was generally

not supervised, and théy were probably used by more children in

/ and outside the family. hhfﬁrials were frequently used outside
the home. One kit was thrown out as a result of a family dis-
;greement. One kit, White #2, was destroyed on its first visit and
was replaced by Alternate Kit #2. The kits required a good deal.
of repair and replacément but expensive items were not réplaced.
At the ena\of the projectxthese kits contained several broken items
and one kit was retained in its deglo.able state as a sample of
what can happen.

‘ggur ;dditional kits were niade, one blue, dﬁe yellow, t;o
white. These were prepared by the coordinator and assistant from ‘
materiﬁls on hand from the first set of kits prepa{ed by the
students in order to provide extra kits to ease circulation since
it was freqhently found necessary to retire the kits for a day for
reéair and replenishment. The restricted nature of materials
available resulted in all the extra kits being considered inferior

/f : to the others so no outlines are provided.
A .
Approximate}y sevent& dollars was used for kit répairs over

the two and one-half month period after they were first put into

v
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-

circulation. This figure was low because of the use of leftover

~

items from original kits for replacement and the use of scrap and -

, 4
donated materials. All materials lost or destro§2d were not
» N

A e

* replaced.
Y v

FoIloﬁing the completion of the project, the kits were returned

to the University to be used as resources for teacher education in

classes and workshops.

7. Activities with Families

- Each - cooperating family was contacted initially by the Project =~ -

Coordinator in the first week of May. Duringlthis visit she
explained the nature of the project and invited participation.

. Families who agreed to coopé¥ate were advised that they-would be
Vad i - \ . )
contacted by a student in a week to arrange a visit. i

, The studegts were given a week long orientation which included ' @
an X d

. . . z
theory on the stryucture of families, huilding relationships, and

child.devglopment. Each student made a phone call or brief house
~ ? o N
call to arrange for a longer visit’, and these were made during the "«

week of May 13 to 17th.. The student wis given. a letter of intro-

<

duction (Appendix C) to preséfit to the péreng; and took along a

"bag ofﬁtricks? (see p. 41) as a resource. This visit was for

-the purpose of\Bécoming acquainted with the fam¥ly and gaining’

®

information about the chi%drenﬁ
. The next week gach student returned to the family with an-
i N *
initial kit. Most $tudents were able to remain at least an hogr

» to use the kit materials with the child and to visit witli Lhe

(‘
[
2 -
i
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*

parent. The fourth week another visit was made tojpollect the klt,

. N

“and to obtain information fron the parents and chlldren qn the use
of the materials. The families were invited to attend a group
session the following.week at the University Kindergarten located in
a former staff residence ol the University campus.

During the fifth week, each of the three groups of families

attended a group session on one afternoon. The group of students
e

working with each group of families blanned and prepared and super-

<

vised the session for their families. Families were transported to

-
-

the session eitheraby the students or in taxis supplied by the project..

A total of 10 parents and 17 children attended (Appendix E). The

«ﬁ\children were able to use the kindergarten toys and equipment.

Parents spent some time observing and involved with the children at

play. ( .
& . . .
Each group watched a slide or film presentation showing children

-

-dnvolved with maferialst and Gseful experiences that could be pro-
vided for children. The groupé,of new kits were' on digélay and
eabh family atteﬁding was able to select a kit to take home. There
was some explanation of kit materials by studemts, and discussion

\ A .
between students and Parents about kit materials and other materials
of interest to children.

~
5 Accdrding to original intentions, students were to make one
4 *
additional follow-up visit to observe response -to the kits, but thé

-
~

pPressure of other course requirements prevented this, and this: follow—

up was carridd out by project staff. i! .

~
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Each student inaugurated and maintained a logbook in which she,

e e % ——— L

recordea each visit to the family These were read by the Project
Coordinator and discussed with the student follo&ing each visit.

They were also read and evaluated by the course instructors. -Dis-

.

'cussions were held witn instructors and Project Coordinator in the
groups working with a particula; set of families. These methods
enabled the Projecthoordinator to maintain her.knoyledge of the
progress of the project with each family,

Following the conclusion of the student visits on June l4th, the

&

Project Coordinator and Assistant commenced visiting the families on

-~ [y

a rotating basis. After one family dropped out of the project, the
remaining eighteen families were divided betweeh the two staff.:

Visits to families in their own homes were made once every two weeks,

.
Lt

a total of five visits to each home. Every other day, the visiting

.

teachers visited two homes, one morning and one afternoon. (A

%
detailed 0ut1529 of the visits is included in Appendix D).

Alternate days were devoted to 'keeping logbooks and records,

renovating kits, purchasing mdterials, research and related
activities. Where possible, visits were arnanged by,teleohone the
previous day although the visit did fall on the same day every two
weeks. The léngth of time spent in the homes or the date of the
visit occasionally varied for a number of reasons. company arrived,
doctor's appointment, sonebody sick, hangovers, holidays, long

weekends, children’s departure for thé great outdeors, husband's

shift $ork, temporarily unable %o locate family due to moving.




It was found advantageous to have half a 'ddy to spend in each

home without feeling pressured to cut the sessions short because of
other committments. The regular routine of visits was periodically -

interrupted due*to summer holidays.

s i

During’the visit, the parent generally hcted'as an observer.

The letter of introduction (Appendix C) had-requested the parent to

remain with the ¢hild and teacher during the visit and most parents

did so. The following list includes ways in which parents were :
. -4 °
involved during the visits: maintaining limits, disciplining, ’

positive and negative reinforcement, referee between children, teach-

ing using direct instruction, sdpporting as a comfortihg; familiar

n
v

ﬁ%igure.
In most cases the mother‘was the adult most involved with the

visits. Occasionally there was another adult, sometimes the father,
© :

- Present who showed an interest but primarily as an observer.

{In every heome yisited, siblings, relatives or friends became

~

involved in thé‘kit and the acFivities. In the case of the older ~

siblings this é%s primarily due to the fact that ;he;;hildren %ere

home from school for fhe«summer. The largest group at any time

consistéd of eight cHiidren, all of whom actively participated Z/
. , .

several times in ;he sessions and utilized the materials at their

level. Tﬁere’was a sharing of materials and ideas amongst the

[

children and rivalries occurred because the kits were redlly not

developed for this number of children. When the Vvisiting teacler

%

used the kits’outdoors' neighborhood friends were attracted and this

o™ ~
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led to more group play.

-

* “

In addition to these regular visits to homes, three additional
group sessions were organized. The purpose of these.was to allow
‘ i

1§ .
further group interaction and to provide additional experience for .

.

children and parents through ekposure to community resources. . .

Arrangéments were made for the group of families working with ond’
-

staff to visit the Centennial Library, Children;s~Section on July 9th.

£

Six of the nine families were represented. Four no thers accompanied

»

their children, the Project Assistant took, three girls of another

hd @

family, and one older brother brouéht his young brother. The

families gathered at the Library entrance. The ch;ldrén were very

interested in looking at.the animals. Mothers followed their
. El AN

3

%
children and looked at “thesanimals with them. Only one mother sat .
. . . .
dowsi with§her son and lookéd at some books. Others did not take this -

initiative, urgtil they were encouraged to do so by the Project
& ot §

Assistant.

,

The Library arrangements included viewing the film Paul Bunyan.

This was followed by a return visit to the animals and books, a walk
» ’ .
around the main part of the library ending up in the refreshment
- ' .
area upstairs where the children had pop and candy bars. During )

discussions over refreshments, mothérs seemed generally disappointed -
that rain had necessitated the library visit instead of & trip to the -
park, and a visit to Storyland Valley Zoo was planned. )

.
-

The second group of families working with the Project Coordina-

tor made a visit to the newly opened creative playground at Mayfair
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Park on Jjuly 18th. Taxis werd used to pick up families at 1:15 p.m..,
- N

and return them at 3:30 p.m. FEight families were represented includ-

ing one from the other group. There were a total of nineteen

. . -

chiidren, three parents and the two project staff. wWeather was

- [y

good and the children were ‘able to play in theapark. Refreshme%ts

of juice, cookies and ice cream were served. -

. All the families were invited to the final group outing to

~ Storyland Valley Zoo on August l3th.. Cabs picked up families at

11:30 a.m. and took them to Laurier Park for a weiner and marshmallow

roast prior to the tour of the-Zoo. Nine parents, twenty-two

children and the two pro}ect staff attendea. The cpiidren‘observed
. . \ .
the animals and enjoyed'two free rides astart of the group admissiofl.

There was considerable interaction between ehildren and parents &nd

L >

among the children. . TR

. Y
t

Use of taxis for the outings has“necessary because none of the
families could provide their own transportation, and attembta t%
obtain volunteer drivers were unsuccessful. A detaileg summary of
attendance at the éour group sessions is included in Appendix E.

On the,finai visit of the Project, the kit was.collected and the

families were interviewed by the project ‘staff member te obtain their

reaction tb the project. . ] 7
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Q(‘ Logbooks - N . , e

A separate record on each family involved in the project was
maintained through the use of legbooks, one for each family. These

were begun by the students and carried on by project staff through-out . f

» o ~

\

the project. .- . v .
v Ve

The logbooks were incorporated into the-project{in order to.re-

Al * N

tain an ongoing written.record ofuéé} the visits and-other—relevant

e

dancg‘at group sessions such as holidays, family appointments, and

‘informatipn for each family. This 12;; important because of thebheavy

-

reliance on observation and personal assessment in terms of procedures

and materials. 1In order to preserve the quality of the relationship

&

with the family, no written records or notes were made during the.visié&aa
Notes or the logbook itself were written immediately after the visit,

or the logbook was written the next day.
A

- The students entered in .the “logbook an anecdotal record of each’ .

visit. to the. family, and began summary .pages ifider the hHeadings
"Community Resources", "Family Background", "Child History" which «

included physical, social emotional, and intellectual developméht, . I

-

interests, attitudes, skills.afd abilities. _
The project staff continued the anecdotal records of each of their ®
visits, recording information relating' to the use of the kits and .

materials, interest, evaluation of materials by children and parents,

- ’ s

care of materials by &amily, and length of ;ime spenf in the home. 1In,

A
additionf they noted information relevant to home visits and atten-

-

_other useful information. Some items were added to thé child history.

- . R . .

1
1 "




The logbooks were treated asncgpﬁidégtialmdgcgmen§§lf,lexﬁww~_mm",_h_,W;_tiii
‘ P S e nd . .
. initials were uged in‘the recording, and only information relevant .
to the project was included. The books were acce&sible only to P

project staff, and were returned to locked storage at the Uniyersity
N

B, A
With the other files related to the project.- /

d

~

¥y ' .
9. Funding and Costs of the Project . .

The original‘amount of $4850 committed by Early Childhood

-

. "
Services was insufficient to complete the project and addition:l ‘

costs*were supported‘by a grant from the Alma Mater Fund, Uni;érsity

sof Alberta Alumni Assqciation. Fudds from E.C.S. were received on an

* f——‘
irregular basis, one-half of the amod%t was made available at the end . .

£y

® oot August when the project was completed, and six months later, the
remainder has still not been received. Fortunately, the University

of Aiberta, carried the project through special accounts with the “-—-\\\

- support of the Department of Elementary Education..
Originally, funding wae to oé on a per-child, per hour, basis

- for the target population and so the project submitted a list of
children and their ages. When this basis for funding was found to

be unworkable,in a project of this nature, the Govermment found it

/
’ . \V )

necessary té pass a special Order-in-Council to permit funding on

a project basis. . o '

1 -
The problems with respect to funding ¢reated considerai&e

7
concern among those involved and required more time than originally

. anticipated in negotiating and bookkeeping. The original budget is

v

given in Appendix A (p. 8). s
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A;}Q¢__Eggluation”Précgdures e , ‘ e

This project was carried on primarly as a training and service

. -
project but considerable time .and effoft were devoted\to-deciding

. *

upon and carrying out quluafioh procedures that would yield as mu

information as poss;blehabout the final outcomes of the project: and

useful recommendations-f8Y making decisions about similar futur;\\\\

projects. Use of formal testing or evaluation procedures was avoided
in order to establish and maintain effective non-threatening relation- .
- ships with the families. The project did include families where this y

was very significant factor.

This meant that in some cases information is nop.completg for all

faéi@égf in all categories, or is merely estimated as in the case of

age of paredts and income.
It also méans that evaluation is ,mainly. subjective but this

appeared to be preferable to no attempt to assess the-effectiveness

of méthods and materials. ! ‘

-

" ' M ('.(“-' . - -
Before utilizing similar procedures, or theirecommqndetions made

in this report, for similar projects, careful cqnsiaeration should be
given to the purposes for usiné them and to the group be%ﬁé served as

1 e -
compared with the group served in ‘this project, - ’

The logbooks were introduced to record ,on-going assessments of
L
use of and reaction to materials, and the role of the visiting

teacher, and to gather over the short period of time in an informal

manner as much information about the partiripating children and ' -

families as was discreet and possible. This has been summarized in this
. v ,

«

" report.

&3
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The Project Directors and Coordinator met almost daily during the i -
T Z N . i / .
initial_stages of the projec% to evaluate procedﬁres and make revisions

where necessary. Discus‘si‘ons}) vere held with students after each visit

——

to evaluate outcomes and procedures.

Wherever it appeared important to modify procedures or to introduce

-

new procedures in response to observed needs or problems, this was

L4

" done: Several examples of this are dpcumentéd in this report.
After the student phase ended, éh; Coordinator and Assistant
‘ hgt every other day to discuss visitséénd evaluate outcomes, and the
Project Directoés and Coordinator metlgs ndeded for this éurpose. At
the conclusién of the project several meetings to discuss and gvaluatg
each component were held between Directors and Staff.
In order to obtain sQme ' consistant responses with respect to some

of the components of the-project, questionnaires were developed and

used with the student and parent groups, ) ]
The questionnaire for the students was prepared by the Preject
Directors and each student was given a cupy of the questionnaire and

\
requested to fill it out. A copy of the questionnaire and tables

of the student responses is provided in Appendix F.

A summary and discussion of their responses in included in Part

I%%i\"Project Outcomes", of this report.
A\gchedule of questions to be used to interview parents was developed

by the\ﬁtojéZt’staff in consultation with the Advisory Committee,

Project Directofs, and persons knowledgeaﬁie about the structuring of

R

such questionnaires. During th%wfinal weeklgf the project, each

’
-

"'

\"4
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staff person visited and interviewedthe- families with which she

’

had been working, ‘and recorded the responses on the questionnaire.

The fact that these persons were-known to the respondents and had
developed .a good working relationship with ipem was felt to outweigh
the possible disadvantaées such as ngsitancy on the part of respondents
to provide negative responses. We felt that to send an Unfamiliar
figure to interview would bias the responses in favor of those families
easily able.to establish relationships and articulate ideas. A copy

of the question schedule and a summary of the responses are included

" in Appendix G. A discussion of the responses is presented in Section
III,"Project Outcomes", .
An attempt ‘'was made to gather some information from the local

health unit nurses who had contact with some of the families. This

feedback was obtained through the Supervisor of the Eagtwood Health

Clinic, after discussion with the nu¥ses involved. She reported

that the nurses felt the families with which they were in contact

were generally pleased with the project. .They had no negative feed-
back from the families. In the case of the one family which did not

continue, the nurse was unable to find out how the family felt.

The Supervisor felt that the nurses would like more feedbalk on the
]

project and the family response from project staff and as a result, the °

Project Coordinator visited the ¢linic and discussed the project with

-

the nurses.
,

The final evaluation was done by the Advisory Committee at its

last meeting when the report up to Section III, and the Appgndices
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et _in draft form wexe reviewed,. final outcomes discussed..and .
recqmmendations developed. . . . .
¢ a 4 .. .
o ) ' The respongibility for éreparatip?,of the completed report
. # 4
and ‘the final recommendations was left to the Project Directors. »
L) . .
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) * III., :Rroject Odtcomes giRecommendations

), .
() « »

*

1. Advisory“Commfétee A

* X "

This Committee was an important factor in the project. It provided

- -

a variety of professional and personal skills and knowledges relevant

to the project. This made for an exchange of knowledge of the

-

communities and services withip.the city and the specific community

thdt was useful té the project. The variety of backgrounds meant

that usually a number of approaches to procedures were suggested

and frequently integrated in carrying out the project. The members
of the Committee, collectively and individually;provided an important

4 N
sour&e of information and support for the project staff.

We felt that the.inclusion of representation from a number of

interests,and backgrbunds was a useful practice in. that it provided
an opportunity for all to interact with persons of a different milieu
Y, ¢

and to.learn more about each others knowledges and gkills.

Déspite initial concerns and doubts felt by the parents that they \
might have little to contribute‘to a group of professionals, they
~ » L4
goon realized that they"had valuable information -to share. They

-

expressed an increased awareness of and interest in the total proJect,

-
.

from the student education component to the problems of funding and

-

operating a‘program.

»

.+ In a project such as this, the ngcessity of including persons
.08 - s

s,
knowledgeable in respect to the total city was important in.the initial
¢ .

,

stages at least. ﬁowever, for on-going programs in a previously defined

: . , *‘ \
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community, we believe it would be more ubegful to select repre;entatives
from that communit&, to bbtain the most useful kind of information and
feedback. On matters of local commurrdty information, project staff
were frequentl; referred by Advisory Committee membérs to persons
working in the community. |

A useful.outc8me in terps of the Advisory Committee itself were
the knowledges and skills gained about operating guch a project, a
growth in understanding of the cgntributioné to be madé by’gérsons of

S

other backgrounds and the qppflcation of the knowledge gained to other
areas of endeavour. Furthermore, the advisory committee provided contacts
fos comnunity groups aﬁd individuals interested in gaining more '
5

informat%on abouE the.project in bpth an informal and more formal
manner (e.gﬂtpréject staff speaking to ‘nurses, a workshqp for persons
inv;lved iﬁ similar ﬁroject)

Som; of the problems encouptered in uti;izing an Advisory Committee
_inciuaea the usual one of *finding a time wﬁen a group of very busy and

involved persons would be able to meet., A second problem related to

*

. the inclusion of participating parents on the Commit tee which resulted
i+ some concerns about confidentiality of informaticn in respect to
some intgr:professional exchanges &t meetings. To resolve thiﬁ problem

we feel it is Gery'important to clagify the nature of the role of the

Advisory Committee in respect to such a project, and for those persons

involved to maintain a héightened awareness of the professional role ’//////

in maintaining confidentiality. Discussion and consultation about

"specific families and childrer must be carried on at appropriate times.
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2. Teacher Education Componeént
In the students own evaluation of the project as a laboratory

experience, twelve out of fifteen'ﬁated it successful as a learning
. e

experience for them (e.g. either a one or two on a five point scale

success ful — - > not very successful),
1 2 3. 4 5 |

A

Fourteen felt it was successful in providing them with an opportunity

to utilize course theory in a relevant and meaningful way; thirteen

rated it successful in providing techniques for internalizing,
[

theory; fourteen rated it successful in pﬁoviding techniques for
implementing theory; twelve felt it was sdccessfhl in-providing an
. . [
effective pre-primaty experience to the child(ren) involved; while
X .

eleven felt it was successful in involviwé the parent in learning

/
A i

experiences for the child. /

/

/ .
. . /
The students found that excellent materials and activities one
.might normally provide for an in-sqho%i progran were not'appropriate
. . / o .
for kits to'be left in a home situatipn for a nutber of reasons such

as structured materials requiring teAcher direction,; lack of continual
! - . ) @

; X
/

supervision, inconvenience in movipg from home to home* due to size1

shape, etc. Although the etudenté had some opportunity to see the

materials being qeed by the chilfren in the home. we felg\that if even

more time could be provided many’ additional learnings would haYe taken

place for the students. ‘ '

Although the majqrity of students found it highly usefni in helping
them utilize theory in meaningful ways, they seemed slightly less certain
of the value to the parents and children. This seems naturhl in™that

rs
one can only assume what someone else feels. Areas in which students
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‘ found the experience useful were a better,understanding of .child develop-

"

ment, increased skill in observation and recording, preparation of

»
.
.

) r
-~ appropriate materials and exﬂériences for young children and interacting

. - with parents.

-

€

- There.was overwhelmlng agreement that the~project's major contribution

h)
to the child was exposure %0 new materials and experiences while the )

“ group sersions at the kindergarten were mentioned as next most important

‘ s .
< aspect. ' Other benefits to thé child were listed as develqping positive
‘attitudes towards kindergarten attendance in the fall, meeting other

[
%

children and adults, and recéiving-individual attention. '

.

According to the students, the most important®benefits to patents .

were greater awareness of what can be done to help their children
. .
develop learning skills through play and the value of having ‘another

) concerned‘adult to relate and visit- with. O§her beneflts listed were

»

increased parent involvement in their child's learning, ideas for use
of materials around the home stimulated by kit materials and an increased

awareness of what a kindergarten program might be like.
In an overall assessment of the project'susefulness to the student,
et

[t
.

eight viewed the preparation of the kit materials as most valuable;

while seven found the Vvisitting and working with the child and family
o3 N

(4

most heneficial.

As staff we felt the students exppriences had provided them with ¥

-~

new understandings about home environments and new skills in estgblishing

relationships. We observed thdt despite some initisl doubt and

anxiety, .the students become very enthusiastic about the project

¢

&

“




" and assistant each maintained contact with niBe families. The out-

~
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v

and increasingly more able and confident in their relationships with
the family. The familiés enjoyed the students apd expréssed favourable

attitudes towards this type of.project. .

-

. Although some students experienced difficulties»in‘finding”

sufficient time for preparation of materials and visiting homes, ex-
) ]

penditure of money leaving them short of lunch funds, lack of cooperation

. by the occasional family, fourteen wexe‘pos;tive about offering this

.

type of experience to other students as a lab experience in the future.

z R \
In view of these outcomes, we would recommend incorporating similar

-

kindgy experiences in ;m—going training programs. It would alsg

seem important to provide inservice training for any personnel goisg

*
into this type of project.

3. Staffing

. -

During the first sik weeks the students acted as the home visit-
ing teacher on a one student per family basis. .In most cases a close
relationship deveioped between student and family with the séudent

gaining a great deal of information about and taﬁing a special interést
~

:

" in "her family". For the remaining tén weeks the project coordinator

“
-
~

comes and ou%~suggestions are based on information gained from.both

the above groups. N . . '

Iniaddition to oharacteristics valued for all teachers it soon be-

-

came obvious that staff operating in home-based program would need

to have particularily good orginizatioﬁal and relating'skilis.‘{Tﬁe

. > -

first éecause of the iﬁdegendeﬂfinagure of the job in arranging and

74
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making visits, maiﬁtaining materials and records, and other responsi-
a

N x , vy
bilities, Not gnly does the home visiting teacher have to relate well
to children of various ages but also to moms, dads, older siblings,

other significant adults in the home setting and to a wide range of

2
. -

professignals in the community. ° (

. ' ’
It was felt that the above were personal qualities that one
e -

either possessed or not while the following are desirable skills and

-

knowledges that could be learned:

< \
.

1. Broad knowledge of child development. Parents looked to
the visiqor as a .resource person who could help them

understand their children's behavior, growth and develop-

- L

) ment or Iack of it.
2. Sound knowledge of the scope and sequence of skills and
- concepts to be developed by young children.

3. Ability to diagnose children's levels of devePopment and

know what activities and experiences the child would benmefit
: \

from, \\

\ ! L
4. Knowledge of materials available to provide for children's |

-~

needs and the.ability to locate and/or construct additional

more appropriate activities if those on .hand are not adequate.

.
5. Sound knowledge of community resources and what services
would be available to families such as health units, referral

centres, dental clinics.

LY

6. Knowlé&ge'bf local resource people, health nurses, social

worker, school principal.

]
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Regarding the qualities ofathé’home visitor we wouls recoymend very

careful selection of a person based on the above skills abd qualities

with consideration given to previous experiences with family and .
. B .

’

community groups as well as some form of initial orientation through

5

workshops, seminars or whatever procedure best suited the situation

A3 Y

*

and needs of ‘the home visitors. .

.

Our experience would lead us to éénclude that the limits and duties

. : .

of the home visitor be clearly defined and she be encouraged to'réfe; s

e

E families to the appropriate agency or community worker when the situa-
tion requires. However, the home visitor often seemed to provide an

outside, adult contact which the parent(s) looked to for support and

¢

iq\was felt that the home visitor played as important a role in inter-

acting with the adults as in her interactions with the phildrej.

-

! The procedure of visiting each family every two w;eks and allowing

half a day per family allowed sufficient time and flexibility. to be,
T t o

a useful model to follow, of course one would have to take into
v - &

account the number of families to be visited, distances between families

and -time required for maintenance of materials and records, and the de- a

gree of intervention required. - In our project the visitors alternated M

N one day visiting and one day repairing materials, writing up logs and

attending to other related duties. If materials could be stored and

o2

maintained in one central place by ancillary staff the home visitor
could spend more time actually visiting and interacting with families.

¢ It is likel§ that families well exhibit considerable variation in the
amount of visiting required. . :

» v




4. Kits and Materials -

. »

A

Eacﬁ stud%nt in the prdject prepared two kits, theﬁfirStkspecially
. ‘
geared to meet the specific needs and interests of a particular family -

with consideration being given to siblings, past experiences, parental

i

attitudes, concerns, level of development and interest of a specific
o]

” child, . .

el ]

, ‘The second kit, which was to be circulated to a number of families,

'

was designed to provide worthw?ile experiences for a 4% to 5% year

v

. dld childin eleven different areas of his de&elopment.
Although the categories used in the second kit provided a well
rounded ranée of expériences it waslfound that a "general" kit was not
- - éppyopriate in meeting specific needs, interests apd leve%s of dé;e%op—
ment for each child, nor did it always provide for the total }amily
situatign in terms of safety for younger childrén, items to involve
siblings'and concerns of parents.
In light of this we would recommend that materials be stored under
categories 1'ith sequenced materials being prepared for each category,
The home visitor having a knowledge of, th? fa@ily could then make dp'
a kit by selecting from'each cateéory material app{opriate to the n
family she was about- to visit,
Each k;t contained a combination of teacher made and commercially.
prepared materials which not only provided an interesting va&iety of
experiences for the child;en,_but acqﬁainted the éarentg\yith types

of materials they might buy (e.g., story books, blocks, lego, etc.)

aqd a wide range of activities that g&le easily be madé from found




»

L\ | Jae/‘

A ’

* materials (e.g.{ bottles and tops, buttons, egg cartons, etc.)

v

. N -
‘good general appeal it was

»

"Altho gh the parentséanj>staff evaluated the materials as having
ound that some required a great déal of
* supervision (which was difficult 1n some hOme‘situations), some were
not durable{enough (e.g., constructed from light cardboard or plastic),
some were too difficult to transport from home to home (e.g., fish,,

plants, rope ladders) while some even though safety had been discussed

& 0 4

~ tended to include objects that made them unsafe with younger children

|
around (e.g., glass, small or sharp objects)

The foliowing criteria should be consideredhin the slection and/or
preparation of_materials for circulation in homes:
* materials that could be -used creatively in a number of.ways
by a variety of childrepdat different age levets.
~* judicious blend of teacher ﬁade and commerciaily prepar
(provide ideas to parents for buying or making)
* utilization of eas1ly found materials (e g., used computer

paper, ‘cartons, cones, styrofoam packing, etc.)

* durable

’ % v r
* éttractive‘. and neatly prepared ’ -
* compactness--consider sizez weight, shape L

* appropriate for frequent mo%?s (e.g.; not hula hoops, gold fish,
etc.) ’

A

* safety features carefulIY‘coﬁsidexgd- ) e

* variety oi opén ended, multi-use materials (e.g., blocks, paint, etc.)

i -
* self-correcting materials (e.g.,- puzzles)

<

*
o
4
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* if special equipment is requiréd, it should be included or

readily/a%ailable (e.g., view master, record player,- cape

'
N

= recorder)

Cost of Kits

The twenty~five dollars'per kit originally allocated was to cover

’

commercially purchased materials to be included ipn the kit such as toy °* N

4
telephone, skipping rope, books, as well as raw materigis used to

prepare’materiais such as gummed stickers, spray paint, nails, wooden
cubes, and expendibles such as paper, paint and play dough. Because
two kits were prepared by each stu&ent with some of the most success-

ful activities and materials from the first kit being included in the

‘second, it is difficult te come up with an accurate cost figure for

the kits that were actually circulated for the major part of the
project. Although it would vary from kit to kit,jwe feel each kit,

contained material costing from‘forty’ta fifty dollars witﬁogt any

consideration being given for ‘the "woman hours" that went into
preparing them. This may seem high fo;‘a.four month project but if
the'materials were to be used over a longer perdod of time in a ten
month program it would seem considerably less. The cost compares
favorably with the one hundred dollar cost for Levenstein's
kits (1969 a).

Over the four month peribd seventy dollars and considerable time
on the part of tﬁ; two ho&eivisitors was spe;t on maintaining the

kits. The financial cost ofiﬁaintenance worqugut to slightly over

one dollar per month per kit which seems to be a reasonable amount. |

"G
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\ 5. -Family Involvement a ’

Based -on family response to the questionnaire and reports by

) ) project staff the following outcome’s were apparent:

\

i) The Project Generally

All families involved thought it Qas a good idea in" that it provided

A

something special far their 4% [o 5% year old and encouraged them to

set aside some time each week, br day, to interact with this child.

Tn eight families the fathers became more involved with the children

' f

than Ehey ﬁaé previously. Most found the length_and frequency of |

visits were "about right" but there was a slight preference for such

; a prdjecq to be carried out in the winter rather than.summer:
< . .
- ’ ~
The families that were involved in the group sessiors enjcyed them .

r -~

and seemed to'appreciate,the opportunity to interact with other adults.

Several moms found they were unable to atﬁe\s the group sessions, often
\.

‘because of other children but felt it was a good experience for their

[l

child. .

All the families were pleased with the students who initially

launched the project with several becoming good friends of the families

o

and continuing to have contacts.

1t appears that some families probably require highly skilled

[+ g

personnel to work with them and should not be included in a student

-

training project.

It was apparent that for-a few of the families this project was

Iy

especially imporsanc, fulfilling very important needs for the children

N in terms of valuable additional eiperiepces and for the parents in

terms of outside contacts and sopportive relationships. ,

! ; ’ ! ..} cﬂ?
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" 4i1) Use of Materials

)

. .There seemed to be little consistency in the reactions to the .
b]

materials with the exception that most seemed to prefer the activities

I

in the first kit whicﬁ was specifically geared to their child. Gen-

erally the student-made materials weré preferred 0" commercially

purchased, because they stimulated ideas for things parents could

make themselves. Materials that offered independent play opportunities,

. .
had a variety of uses by different age groups and those that stimulated

dramatic group play were rated more highly than the more structured
~ N

 materials. ' : . . .
A a ‘! .

In most cases it seemed~fo be the mothers that took major responsi-

bility for the care of kits although severalfindxcated greater care
L . » » *
of materials by their child because they knew the materials '‘were
~
. ’
teacher's" or 'had to-be used by other kids". .

¥
-

One or two mothers indicated that the kits had been "a bother. -
‘l

because they had to keep an eye on them" or "always be picki. them
. A ng

up”. Likeﬁise, there were a few families where the visiting teagher
. © o . o
found little, or no, care was being taken of the materials.\ This leads
Vd .
us to recommend “that for some families #t might be more appropriate

for the bisiting teacher to visit more frequently, using materials with

the citild while there but not leaving any.

x
.

;‘,
. I8 , - . /
iii) Behavior and Interaction - e

p .
In such a short time it seemed there were few observable changes

¥
in the child's skill development and behavior and interaction with other

~"
ey

Fagen
Po
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children and adults, although a few parents indicated that their child

‘seemed "more interested in school - related actiyities" and had "a

greater willingness to share ideas with and approach adults".

v

L

iv) Future In¥Yolvement g

0f the sixteen fém;lies who have their child enrof&ed in kinder-

garten for 1974-75, fourteen of the mothers indicated a willingness

to be involved as teacher aides. Several families felt they would
* . D .
> 2
like to be involved in a similar project again and even indicated an
* B " £ -
interest in preparing matetrials and serving as a visiting resoyrce

person to other families. One mother®indicated an i%ferest in setting '

’
*

up a workshop where she and some of the ofher mothers could make mate-*

“ L. ' ) . .
rials similar to those found in kits. She was encouraged to act upon

this idea and offered suppbrtive consulting. ?

’

Twelve out of the seventeen families thought it would-be a good

idea to have materials available for one, two or thrge yearfglds be-

’

cause it is difficult to get ideas for them and to get out to any

organized program with very young children.

It was evident:that after even the very limited imput possible in
S T ]

four montﬁﬁ’ some parents would be able to cé%rv on providing these and

LY

similar experiences to their children with very little‘additional

service. Other families might have acquired these skills after a

[} “ .

slightly longer involvement while a few should probably haQe continuous .
. Y,

¢

in-home services to support hoth children and adults.
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also provided useful information for the‘Project Directors in
T

.

. . / : . 71.
We recommend that home based projects be initiated only on a
. - 4 \

long-term basis for a minimum of ten months, and preferably on'a

basis af continuous de}ivery of service until families are able to’

a

function independently in~maintaining support fo; the child's
9 .

achievement. Weaning of families should\pe carefully carried out.

-
»
.

6. Records

The records kept during the project consisted of log books,
” Q@
photographs and kit inventories.

.

i) Log Books

~

" The log books proved to be useful'in this project for several

reasons. . They provided the necessary continuity for, broject staff
Pl

-in taking over the visits to , the famllies from the students. They
) .

.

eyaluating the success of the students, "and for information required

2
B

for writing the report.
Other than that, in such a short project as this the log books
. T : s
were not as useful as they would probably be in an on-going project

over a longer period of time. Here they would provide continuity

7

and useful‘inforﬁatio:%;n designing and providing new materials and

experiences tased on gfowth in skills and knowledges'observed in the

child.
. . ~

~

Where the direction and coordlnation of a similar project is

re
carrled on by someone not directly involved, log books provide a

g

4
useful way of gaining information about the project.-.

’ o . .




. : . 72

-

It Vould be more useful’ for quickly obtaining information for

— working with the children, or for reporting, to use a standardized

format for the log books.

In this way the staff person would be

alerted to certain things to look for'related to the child or family

*»

7y

. such as skills in’ certain areas, or materials available in the home.

a—‘

In this respect

, projects with a research orientation would probably

A

require a different format from those with a service orientat;on.\

. h A
o : The workload of project staff should include a% allotation o%
. o é ~ /

time for maintaining a log book on each familz/and/child Nhereve%

) . possible, staff should have access to offibe assistance to type theSe

"
. K o

-
-

oy - ]
reports to enhance readabiligy s T - 1.

In all cases, “it would be important to maintain an awareness‘and

\ /\
need for COnfidentiality

sens1t1v1ty to the types of information to be lncluded and to the
5 ;

'We would re‘commend ggéping f%g bookS'for the duration of a pro-

' ) /
ject for use by staff butfthey should be destroved at the discretion
P

) i
. of the project directors at the contlusion of the project unless

specific permission héd been ginen'by families involved.

(i1) Photographs . ¥ 2

It was found that a photographic reCord of the project was use-

ful in: " ‘ g
x - - i X

N (a) stimulating interest and enJoyment in the families (for
A e < ~ * -
! ~ ' some it was a new experience to see themselveq in pictures)

[

. - (b) illustrating how materials were used differently by

different age gronpsi'parents, etc. __
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€

() shbwing‘the delight expressed by some children when the "home
. . ¢

visitor" came

-

~

-

I (d) acquaintingother people through workshops,. seminars, etc.

with some aspects of the project

(iii) Kit Inventory
Invéntories were attached to each kit so the parents and Ligme
visitor could easily check to see that all materials ﬁ;d been replaced.
Furthermore, the home visitor could quickly check the inventory to
see if ény expendible items were include% and what items might re-
quire maintenance before being taken to the next family.
7. Funding and Costs -
The problems experienced in respect to receiving funds would
suggest that)any gréué considering entering into a contrgct wi;h
Early Childhodd Services bhave a clearly written out signed agreement
before'comﬁitting any effort and expenditure on a program. » <.
o
Y| ) , E.C.5. seemed to have no clzar pelicy on funding a special ex-
‘fperimental project and regulations were changed and/or added frequently
with no explanation given to the Advisory Committee.
‘ We recommend fhat Larly Childhood Services establish a clear
policy and previde detailed pr.:cedures for submitting proposals for
projects of tuais natyre and that funding be on a,total‘éroject basis:

Becau%F a number of costs were higher than anticipated, the total -

£05¥ was above. the budgeted figure., As closely as can be determined

costs werye approximately 5279 per child for the twenty-oneé original

C
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o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

s

target children and [ {6 per child if we consider the forty-three
children under :1ve years-six months. On a per family basis for
nineteen fanilies costs were $308 per family. This figure compares
favorably with the cost of 3400 to $440 per child reported in the
literature and is considerably lower than the pe ‘2¥§1d grants pré-
vided for the 6peratiop of E.C.é. Kindergarten#ézograms:

Cgst figures can ﬁot be considered reliable for other projects
because of the unuéual costs such ag student training and'producing ,
the report. steyet, pre-se;vice aqd/in—service training costs ﬁould
@e partiof é regdiar project. Other costs such as administration,
bookkeepiné, typing, were performed without charge by the University
of Alberté.

«

.Although this was only a four month project the cosfs would not

be trépled for a ten or twelve month project because some'costs are
non-recurring. The cost figures obtained from this project cannot be
considered aé representative of‘actual costs, and budgets for similar
projects would need to be worked out using specific information

relevant to those projects.

¥

8. LEvaluation Procedures

Although it might have been useful to have additional informatioén

s ¢

gathered by direct methods (e.g. interviews, checklists, etc.) on the,

-

individual children and the families in the study we ‘chose not to as

o / . .
we feared it might gffect the warm trust relationship which we hoped

would build up bettveen the home visitor and the family. With most

-
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famiiies a favorable rapport was' established with the home visitor and
she was viewed as a friend, ZOnfident and resource person.

Due to limited time and financial assistance the main émphasis
was on service, appropriateness of materials and evaluation of the
feasibil;ty of this method of délivery, SO no follow'up was done on
continuing invplvement in programs by parents or children. In terms
of long range effects it might be impqrtant to cecusider future
involvement of these families as compared to a controi group Qho had

- .
not been involved in the same way prior to their child's entry into
"a kindergarten program.

It may be important to replicate in Alberta some of the studies -
carried out in the United States to establish Canadian criteria for
evaluating various components of such projecté. We would recommend
that such Projects be carried out on a long-term basis tg enable the
obtaining of significant results and that evaluation procedures be
carefully and sensitively carried out.

However, we are convinced of the validity of home‘based projects
" on the basis of current research and empirical observation and we

recomnmend that E.C.S. give favorable consideration to the operation

of these projects in a variety of locations using a variety of

procedures.
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APPENDICES -
A to G

Appendix B: Early Childhood Kits, 94 pages

& is available separately at a cost of $2;00 from:

g ‘ In-Home Project
, Department of Elementary Education
’ Education Center
University of Alberta 5
¢ o Edmonton, Alberta : o

-

Includes detailed lists of materials used

in kits, objectives and suggestions for use,

cost and source, suppliers or instructions
for making. .

e M ’

~ i

/ ’
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LI APPENDIX A-

1

» PROPOSAL FOR FUNDINE S 1
In~Home Early Chi}dhood Edugation Project . ?
3\ / (May - August, £974) ’

. -

Qutline - N

'Studen;s from the Spring (May—Jdne).Section of Ed. CI 404, Early Childhood Curri-' .

\ ’

culum and Instruction, would work on an individual bésis with families having
pre-primary children previously uninvolved in group Qizg} ms. The students would

establish rapport, develop and introduce learning kits, set up group gatherings R

for parents and children. Continuity and evaluation would be built in through

the employment of a projéct co-ordinator to carry oﬁ‘;he project through July
’ A ‘ &
and Augqu. The purpose would be to develop parent interest and involvement to

the level at which the parents themselves might apply for funding for an ECS

project in_September, _ . . \

-

Objectives

. L

l. To determine if the~stimplus provided by an in-home service willllead toA
parent involvément and continuatiom of a program.

2. To provide an effective pre—brimary experience to the childrennénd families.

3. To provide students with an opportunity to utilize course theory in a rgle—
vant and meaningful way. ‘

4., To provide useful information to E.C.S. regarding: b

‘ (a) alternative ways of providing ;ervicesﬁto families,

(b) parent-development techniques,

(c) appropriate materials for kits. )

5. To provide useful information to the University on training of teachers for

<

early childhood progrvams regarding: . »

(a) alternative ways of making tﬁéory relevant to _practise, o

(b) techniques for implementing'and internali%ing theorj}

Pl . /s L
. . . .




4

Procedurss . -
N . . . i

Adyisory Committee
' Y

An advisory committee has been'set up., Members of this committee are:

\Doady Padéon v 2 City Health Services .
.lgay L;foﬁd ’ * . Social Worker “
' Pat Shanahgn ) ' | Early ChiléAoodASeruices
Judy Dub (";? . Commﬁn;ty Representatives ‘ .
Sheila C;mpbell University oi Alberta !
Lorene Evéret;' - University of Alberta -
Parent representatives to be aéﬂed. | P

Responsibilities

<} X

- . .

1. To make general policy decisions.

. ? B
2. To hire project co-ordinator (May-August) and’proj?ct assistant (June 15-August).

+ 3. To evaluate project. : .

L4 ’
k]

- : \.
N »

Student Participants g

Ed. CI 404 will run from May 6 to Jupe l4. Enrollment i: limited to 25 students
. . R + . .

' ) .
and there are two instructors. Tinme commitments are 9 a.W. to 11:30 a.m. and

1:00 p.m. to 2:30 Pem., Monday to Friday,,k although it is myt expected to adhere .

strictly to this timetable. - . s B
. » . . ..t .
An cutline of the course content follows: , . . -~ -
5 s 4
} 2t




\ -
L} s N
N
3
T UNIVERSITY:OF ALBERTA
. - Department of Elementary Education
. N Ed. CI 404 | ,
Curriculum and Instruction in Early Childhdod Education
. . )
_ Spring 1974 . : COURSE OUTLINE S. D. ‘Campbell

0 . L. M. Everétt

s - o

Course Objectives . . .

The course, Curriculum and Instruction in Early'Childhoqg Education, is designed -
to provide a basis for more effective ways. of working with young children three
to eight years, through the achievement of the following objectives:

1. To‘providé a rationalefor early childhood education within the total frame-
work of §Efvicés for children and their famillies. '

*a

2. To help students become aware*of the significant\implications:of child deﬁelqp-
ment for program planfiing. A . L

3. To develop the skills necessary for observing and assessing developmental levels

and structuring educational experiences to pravide for indiviﬁyq} differences;
. oo

4. To provide opportunities for students to visi and"obéerve in ongoing pgdgramS.

5. To guide students in an‘examinatioh of basic(principles, in early childhood
educatiorr and aspects of early ch;}dhoOﬂ programs, conéidering new approaches
and .techniques arising from the work of educabers i specialized fields and
suggesting how these may be implemented in classroom practice. .

6.: To develop a"thorough understanding of all the elements essential in establishing
challenging programs for young children, in a varieEy of settings.

) ’ P " e }

7. To aid each student in development of awarengss of, sklf and his personality

and the effect of these on teacher-child interaction and learning. g

8. To develop understanding of the imbortaﬁce of and techniques for working with

parents, aides and the helping professions. - : M N K

Course Content

I, The Young Child and His Family
s\\\ A. The family as a child-rearing environment (
B. Child development

C. Assessment of children

o ’ ~ observing and recording ‘
b - informal assessment’ ' )
p - esﬁahlishf%g'and maintaining recotds )
. N A t‘
s . ' € o~
‘ - | AN :
N\ T . ' 5 )

. ; /




n . J \ 4 .
II. Enhancing the Child's Environment RN .
"A. Resources C : ) r
- organizational and personnel .

- curriculum materials
- reference materials ™
- personal resources ) ’ .

- ] ‘e A \

B. Organization : ; . - o

. - program models : 0 . i

utilization of spacé, equipment and matérials |, .

~.program planning - goals, time, groupings ;

- involvement of community resources, resource persons, and parents

! activities ®&Qwrimulaté and foster development - P R

. —~— .

' C. Development™of a social and emotional climate to foster growth and learning

- guiding the child's behavior -
- personal relationships and interactiUns among parents, children and teachers
v ¢ - v ) “~ ~ B \

Home Finding ) . - .
The number of homes will be determined by the number of students in the course.

Because we feel that students will need the support of workiné in pairs, we antici-

pate approximately twelve homes. We hope these homes can be secured through oy "

-« [
»

suggestions from'District Health Nurses, Social Workers, Day Care Services, Emer-
B S -

gency Home ﬁaker Services, and Early Childhood Services Consultants.
- . ’ 5

~ A

Criteria for,family selections: . ‘ ' ’ “

. w
1. The main criterion will be the presence of a child who will be 2ligible for -

an early childhood services program September, 1974.

2. The recommending agenc} feels the child would benefit from some preschool
A

learning experiences. !

¢

3. The mother is in the home during the day and is williné to participate in the:

. . .
program, ‘ \ “ e . -
L




The;e appears ito be a good possibility that theggtudents will be able to work s*,
s .
effectively with the family. , '
*‘
. A d
The presence of additlonal younger or older siblings might be worthwhile but

v

not a necessary factor. - s

) Project Staff ’

A. Supervision of Student gfaining'Compon%nt C_\\\ .

Lorene Everett, M.  Ed.- f’ Sheila Campbell, M. Ed.
Assistant Professor Sessional Lecturer

Dept. of Elementary Education ° Dept. of Elementary Education
‘University of Alberta ; University of Alberta

7
¢ *\

Facilitating student acqulsition of theory, ,and to provide guidance and direc-

tion in student 1nvolvement.

Yo,

.

B! Project Co-ordinator * *

. .
A

' To be hired by the advisory commi ttee for the period from May 1, 1974 to

August 31, l974

Responsibilities? A s

1. Prior to commencement of course (May 1-6) |
(a)«,make arrangexhen ts, for :uiqab le‘ho’\mes s

.

(b) carr}‘out organizational duties related to prOJectﬁ

»

2. During the course (May 6 - June 14)
(a) frorks largely under thegdirection of course instructors to:
- prepare resource materials for use by students
supervise resources for student use
maintain records on project |
- other activities relevant to project.

3. During the period June 17 to August 31:

(a) continuing co-ordination and.record keeping,

a4




C |

_(b) on-g01ng hode visimlng and exchange kits%

- (c) generaping parent interest w1th the possible.outcome beiné parent
| o . opération of ‘the program, &~ h ¢ .
“ : ,(d) preparing a project réport in consultafion wi all parties involved.
Qualifjcations: . l)j s o
. : R .

, Criteria for consideration might include:

3 - \,@‘

Training and experience in work with'chil;Zen and parents. .Possession of

7
\ - Ed. CI 404 would be éksirablea~ Personeiyquallties ne365sar;ilo work
v effectively-bith families. /{/ . . : . \S A a&)°f
C. Projecé Assistant _ f‘* ,/( . “ ' ‘!\’ ) .
. R be hired for.the perlod June 15, 1974 to August 31,'1974 to ass1st the
: . B ) | co-ordinator in home v1sitfng and kit exchange. Works under the direction‘of
* o the co-prdinator: ,'/ - ’ B ‘ ’
T Qnai;?idations: l // . ‘ ' . v ‘ - ':
) Toﬂbé‘determined b} adnisory cdmmittee. It is anticipated this might be one .*
K “of Fhe students from the Sp;ing.gession Section of Ed. CI 424. }‘J .
" '. ’"~. - ’ Tentative Project Outline - ///”# ’ { o
- April Initial meeting of Advisory Committeet ’
. N Co-ordinator is hired by Advisory committee.
May 1 - 3 Co~ordinator confirme families on project. . - .~ .
t . - *‘ .
Project - Ed. CI 404 Integration )
R May 6 - June 15 o
'Field ﬁork (Project) , Course Content a \
May 6 - 10 ' ‘ The Family as a Child Rearing- Environmen; .‘ L

) Orientation . T Inter—persone] Skills




May 13- 17 |

y -“In-home” visits®

e and chlld(ren) J

! (2 visits)
/s * M
—— AY

May 21 - 24y *
- (2 visits)

R T TR " s

, May 27 - 31

5
-

- Visit to ECE program

Jine 3 - 7
: June 4 - Group session
% famili
June 6 - % famllies
. Video *+ .
. Select new'kits

- June 10 <°14

all familles

. - L

9 June 13

.

June 15

. June \1;7 - August 31
Last week Bf August

- gettipg to know family

Introduce kit to family

June 11 - Group' se351on

Y% ‘parents "observing and
discussing" .
Y parents '"parenting gkilis"

Follow-up visit to family

»
-

Meeting of parents to evaluate project and discuss future
possibilities. This meeting might be held earlier 'if
project co-ordinator feels it' is necesbary. "

,

: . ) L . ) /
Field Work (Proiect) (con t) . Course Content (con't) ‘ -
! 4 ’ ’ * . . i
® . 2 visits to ECE programs ~ * ‘Observation'and’Recordirg ; )
* ) s ‘Child Development - .
- . v . Informal Assessment * . -t
. ' . . * Films: Early Years )
‘L . s . * Cognitive Development )
. Establishing and Ma&nta{nrng Records -
/l + - *

Y -

A e

K

Resources e e <

Learning Experiencefn -
Planning and Preparing Kits

(one kit éach teqnz ~

~e

Program-models
Film:. Primary Education ih England
Preparlng secon& k1t for tedam.

- - -

A . ’
Yen R . .
I + ’

Organlzlng Resources for Group Program
. — tine, spdce, equipment, community.
Planning and preparing fbr group se351ons

1

o 1
Scope and Sequence in Curriculum Plannlng
Learning Centres ~ .
Child Guidance
Planning and Preparing’ fot Group “Sessions

i

‘ i ‘ -
Guidance -

Evaluation'
I ~

- . .o 1
. - R
-
- ,,
’

* = Group segsion > ’ . oLt
reverse above

—

~ Ed. CI 404 ends . v
Hiring of Prbject Assistant

- In-home visits continue
Exchange kits first week and every 2 weeks afterwards :

1l R ~

¥ ' : ,

next week.

’

P



3} ) o . . ‘ s r
. « s \\‘ . . T \ J\>
R ¢ o X ) :
. . e \ . M 8 -
! . e * ’ e ~
. C v - ‘ o= "~ . R
Last week of August (con t) - Project report prepared by Project Co-ordinator.
(con! t) ; - Final meeting of Advisory Commigee to review
* J project and project report. ' e,
" - ¢ e . . .
« ¢ > H
X T - . .Projéct Budget . ’ £, R 4 ’

vi

Studenthraining Component

- : 3
i . . N . >oe . ’
: Student Bus Passes’ 25 x $15 (1 monthg) . $375
- o ’ . T Y . . ¥ ) hd
- Projept Co-ordinator 1 moﬁtﬁsé@'$5007month 750
. L .o . $1,125 .
Parent—é%ild Development Component . - ¢ g
. o \ ‘Project Co—ordinator’ 24 months<@ $500 onth "1,250 . " s . ‘é
- N ‘3\.. ’ .'
- _Project. Assistant 2%. months @ $45 /month 1,125 ¢ -
Y -
¥ ( ¢ hd » .
. 25 kits @ $30 (If the program is not con- . : P
+ tinued in Sept. thede will be turned over: IR

Co—ordlnator/assistant mileage

‘@;/ . 7 to an in-home projec ) - s ) 750 .0 )
’ =4 - ~ . 3

Nt . P [ . .
o e ;¢ T 2006,

e Record-keeping materials . J 500 T L e
€ontingency ' . ¥00 . | .
. - [ N - : g o
Transportation for parents to group sessions ; 200 oo
Refreshments and expendable materials for . e
G . group sessionms ’ \f 50 b
. R . ' . ' ) : - $3,725
o ,‘ : -3 " - B ‘ . C .
\ . C ) TOTAL} - $4,850 *
X LN . * - ' * . »
:/\ The Un:l.versity Kindergarten premises would be . - ) ' . e
T available’ for the grGup sessions at no charge. AT : .
. A f . .‘ ™ ’ '
’ ! S : . Ad
v , - N !
) : E A '. '
v . - »
ot . L} ’ » ™ "
\' . » L -
L4 & ’ ) \ * * L l




DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION . THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

FACULTY OF EDUCATION > EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA
* . PHONE (403) 4£32-4273 N « TG 2G8 ~
( ¥ ‘. ~0 ) - 65— S
A " ﬂ L] ? N v *
» -
L ’ » ' '
rd ‘.
. ] T oo ¢
. ) , R > v -g\\ ) ' - kN
. May 14, 1974 & I
2 : )
) . . -~ ) y .
z ’ r - -
) s £
f K [ w . . \ N N “,, v .
- "’.\ "V 2 o S '
P - ° Q . Y e . ?
' Dear , . ' % o *
¥; IS v » Y } s -
* » | This 1s to introduce . :
H Ay +
T - g . . -~ -~ N9
’ .
“ » ? ¢

3
]

who is a visiting home teacher for “our In-home Preschool Project. She
will be coming to your home for the r’a&xt few weeks to bring gome toys .
and games and“po visit and work with your child, just as if he was in
nursery. school, Most childz'en take some time to feel comfortable with

a stranger, so please stay with your child during the visits so that

. your child feels safe atdthappy. £
. . x s . ' . . . .
We hope that you %ill be able to play some of the games and other
* things with your ~child when the teacher is not there. L7
\ =5 . " . - ’

" This project i’s sﬁonsored by the.F roject Advisory Committee in asspci,a-
tion with  the University of Alberta, Department of Elementary Educa-

+ tion. Costs of the project are being paid for by | the Early Childhood.
Services Branch of the Governmont of Alberta.-

L]
We hope that you and your child will enjoy this prgject. ‘ “ ..
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APPENDIX D
. Table ] - .
_Schedu%g of visits made by project cotordinator

‘&'{onday * 12

Tuesday _ ¢ " ‘ ' ) . 13

hol2day

EaR

~Wednesday " - 31

R K L . ‘
= ‘«. . - ) ‘August
» Thygsday’

Tue.shda-y 23

{

Weédnesday«f

-~
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* APPENDIX D I_ , "
, ~ Table 2
Schedule of Vvisits m

[}

dde 6y projéct assis_tant.

. i Monday " ¥ A N} isj. T . 29 12
. , ) - . K y / X
el MRS il NLS A .
Tuesday 18 A [T 30-C1 13
v . Y 1 e v N
© '/T .
.8 am T g * 4 holiday
. ’// * v i . o, !
. 13 H—"pm_ i ) r
n - g v 1.
A N 5 )
s , Wednesda 19 3 17 ] »31 Jo14
-~ 4 z s // B \s;- ‘
=% ' — ] N " |-August N - -~
. . |[Thursday o 20 ¢ 4 8.0 1, .| 15t
{." ¢ . ‘. T ‘2«5 ) 1 ‘
N .19 am X . . X )
. ¥ - '.')

> Monday 24 < 8 | 22" g5 "19
»‘. *, o [y .- < * ?& . D
9 am . 3’3 ) A . |holiday
. 3 . * ‘£ "
12 pp o R “i{holiday
.4 S = — - T R
: : Tuesda) 25, 9 23 /6 20
“ - - v, & ) '
. 4 T :
" Wednesday 26 10 24 7 21

JThursday

.27

Friday

28




T o - APPENDIX E =~ ° ® -

.4 - ’ N . .
T AW 4 . . .
.; . . ® \ N Table l . . . l !
* > . , ) ' 3 . \ \
TN ) R vy \ ps
~Attendance at first group '\SQSS’:L\?HS. 3 - »
B + ~ .
[ v *, i . Kind - . .. ¢ i
s . niversity indergarten . » s : t )

Juge 4th A~ June 5th . {Jpne 6th" ' ( '
o (Yellow - \ ? (blue T (white : . ’ / .
groupy , .~ gwoup) : group)_ : _ ’ o
Redson for[:@ .~ - Reason for}- . Reason, for ’
: R failure to *9»  failure to
IMIFISIRE Nagtend | TMFSIR | attend | TM|F{SIR, ,aftend

] - N ~ L . N
I — : ; - \/ \/ \/ .: . .. . . . »-
hd s | v .
. ’ \ ( ) // . , t}rlxothc::_r in ? X !
N ) "1 1| | |hospital || =
e L , ‘/’\/ Y ,v'. £f ,
M N (.—.‘» . ‘ - . o ’ - ¢
. i IR T ‘:'\j\/ v/ \ .
: ! N :
- R A ) - .
‘\ \ . \ L ‘ on h{)lidgy N
o I ~ \f* ;e ; y »
/ . Y ) {doctor!s
- e R B (e Kol I appeiintmentg
>~ L o [\]
~ - \/\/ * l \/ V ’ -
|‘> ‘] - i v i * ! L]
8 AV |V N . AN ) ,
D » Py . '
9 1 \/ \/ ‘4.. B s ¢ ’ "‘{ "‘L -
7 ' . Lo
» 10 ) “ n2 reaM: h~ : ’ ) ) ‘
.. . - 5! . P
11 N L Sick . . 1 .
) “ ’
- “» i
712 VI 5e , Un's
. » : T B e ~" N hd o - - ;:'1; ) N - ‘
13, . |V \ p &
bt 4 I 4 - . ‘.f:' 0
UV . g - 7 : RN faftier .did
v S S - . not. permit -
. ~ ' " i . b " * »
(2 N Vi1 |2

6 - , ) family had
. —a ' I o d‘ \ 4. movgd

18 -J‘ \ o . i | f

o o _ vivil |1 |

ra

totas: (4 l4fojilof - - Aalgfr]2 [«2]’ 4|2lof2]0o.. -
g .. =, '-J p B R .
Ty Target chitd 7 y ' . ‘4 ~ ) . .
M™% Mother ¢, ‘ Lo 1 RS
4 F \Eather: - KEY \ , . L
S Si})lings ‘ o - i i\l{)yl - .
R Relatives ) - -
: . .




APPENDIX E
J )
Table 2
'\’ 4 > = .‘
Attendance at.second group sessions -
L T -
v

f Mayfair park’
)/Juix‘9th. e . . July 18th.

.

(Project assistant's " (Projeet coordinator's

s e . . } 1
families) *Reason-'for families) ~Reason for

[

N failure to . .. Failure to

Y
M| s

R “attend . I M.F[S ) actend

hoLidays

-
.

miss{qg,ffom,
project

‘(no reasomn

{

o

doctor's appt.

N . .. /’ .
docftor's appovintment

moved - temporafil§ 3
lost to projeet ~*

moved - lost
.te praject




appRNDIX B

Table 3

N ¢ s o,
. Attendance at final group sesSiop

.Y ) 4
Laurier Bark and Storyland Valley Zoo.

- . v

T g1 s
v ""
— ‘ holidays
T J
+holiddys

*\"f.

.missing from ‘project
:holidays

holidays-

no reason,

holidays

»

-

.sick
.\? 5 BN ‘
sige - e

.

+
?

) o
moved -- Jost to project

*




APPENQIX E
R4 P .
Table 4

\ JTotal nhmber of group sessions at:éﬁded by'

' ; ) . ‘s)’
fgﬂb;:;ily :‘ ‘ %@;get,oﬁild
“".:‘L'/.’ ) -, N

s 2

L ] )
.

v

,,/

JL:}( m.t‘

3 . .

- ’ ﬁf‘

. . fv" o
* »

J/
B

Y 5
<

.
»
-
.
.

A

w @

)
3
2
3

s

0
2
2
0
1
3
3

w

O K = o

13

e

A -

1
1
1
3
1 .
3 ;;

-
i .
i

i . . p
W&, : . - / Y
6 target éhlfhren attended all group sess1ons, 5 attended two, 6 attended one, -

. + . >

7 a
“w o

[y

¢

*and” 2 did not attend ahy. @

s . Y .
4 parents ‘attended all group essions,” 3 attended tWOi 5 atiended onqi\and 7 did
: . At

‘not_attend. o : . - f » .

9*mothers accompanied, thelr child each tihe he attended a group session, 7 parents

never acéompanied their chlld
. ’

~

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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. : o APPENDIX-F + _ *° S 1 )
g . STUDENT EVALUATION FORM :
. CI&OA . ‘ ‘b .f ) -C L4 "
pripg 1974 0« & T ‘c, R

. ¢

Please rate the laboratory experience: Succegffgl:jeNot very successful

- . ? . P . L
1. As a learning experience for you 1 2 3 4 Sb ¥
\ L. . . .
'7_’“ . . -~ N h » . -
Comment: - _ . ~ i T
. . * s H L4 ., )
- < Yo P NS -

ki . . ¢ )
. . \ . N : W
- N B ' P -
‘e q-'r '. A o . »> ;" n,"‘
3. Success in meeting the following objectives: " v ol
P 2 1 To provide students<yith an opportunity. . '
to ukilize” course theoryvln a relevant - @- -
oo and meaningful way. 1« 2 .3 y 45
2.2 To prov1de techniques for internallzing ) - RO
-theofy. J° S 1. 2 3 . 4 5
‘. . ) G . 1 B N \ .
2.3 To provide techniques for implementing - . .
theory, - 1. 2 3 4 5
’ - - o
2.4 Providing an effective pre- = | . . o
primary experience to the ' .
child(ren). - - . 1 2 3 4 5 ’
N 2.5 Invglving‘the parent in learning o T
. experiences for thé child. * . A 2 3 4 5 ~
. ‘ = -- 4
.t . C .

3. Whlch=aspects of course’ theory were you uble -to utilize and
implement through the pro;ectV ‘




1] ~ Lol - ' . - . TN " H
. ; T © 7_‘ 4 \ * ¥
- » » . 5. ' . |
A h Y .
' ., . X / . - T . '
' - ¢ ) : ‘
" . < . * -
IR . . ‘ N ~.> . )
. -\ .
,,J. y s - ,::3‘ . . - ) v .
i ‘ b r3 * ’ 4 . « “ 2
[ - . e } o s “v e S i _Jw‘ .
4. What-was the ﬁost,gffectivg aspect of the project.for the child% ,~™*
- o . : ‘ " . . “ * » N
] . o . v, "
- - LY
* - » € ¢ ’ * / ( .
.o . . . . . ¢ v
£l .. 2 - v “ VI | . ; -
\>‘ < o~ . \ \ 3 .
53 [ . .
. LI . . 4 ~ ° '.). ! -* . b - I P
M . - - . . H - . ‘ .
- ’ * x - 4 . - ® ’ \ s *
(N . iy Vs . .
, ~ .o, . - ., .
” ( - - L3 ’, N 1.
, - ® ° for the.parent? . ! 3 : x
. o . * N * - : ' - ’
.J 4, -~ ' ) \\\l \a «: .
a . . » > . = ’ -
. . « o R - . N * .
. bl Jl' Y . - 2 H . . . . 1
[ ¢ « > ’
oo, ] . (’1 LA £ * Ta H
) . ¢ . ¥ 2
) ‘_1 - . * -' : N " -
k '. s v - . R i . -
A} » . ~
- ! \ 4 ‘. 5o ’ .’ ’ ) ) -
\ R : : LR
, . ‘ .
5. About“how many houxrs did you spend: o oy “
- . - . ) ] . ’ R . -_11 - . ~
3 1¢ *%avelling to and from homes : ) hoyrs -. .
- ’ i " . - ‘ .,
ry — ~ b
2. Actuzlly in the home ; Rours .
v, Y e . - v
€ * s . N P o ! * - 2 '
3. Preparing and planning kit materials . hours -
v . Yo . . ' o N
) . . . s 4 ) Y
.. 4. Recording in logbook ) hours .
- . . v . »
. . .~ £ TOTAL HOURS / L ’,
. 2 - ¥ . -
. -‘ .. 4 - . » M . .
6. Were there any particular problems that you encounte;EH through . .
. 1, . . - - »
‘your involvemgnt in, the Project? ’ .- :
‘ . A * v,
~ . N &
.. ‘ ™~ )
. - . .
‘ . . . -~
. } [ . : L
) . \ P . . .
e 4 . * . * 4 ‘
. -\ ’ .
CoY { ‘ ! ot
- ‘“ - ¥ . -‘ Ll
. / R P . - » - 3
o 2 A 3
. ( - "' . »
A ‘ . v ’ , LN LN
. R T * B . .-
¢! ‘.. 'Y ) {’w ’ . ! ve - ,J
. . . . . \ ]
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g
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! . ) ’ / LY ; L o‘-
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' ! . . T . .
’ L) . -
R ‘ * ’«)/ i '/ e )
T s A o ‘ -, .
- . v & [ kS ° ! el [ 1 Mo - -




N ’ H a K- ‘ s ¢ )
I . A .« * . .
s s - . « .
- Ll . * e - ’ y
. - - = . L} 'r d < .
. 7." What'-is your opinion on’ offering this type of pro_]ect as d 3.ab .
v experien(:e for ED CI 404 in the fuLure" .
. 9 ¢ - ; " s
" , s - . - 3 .
N ' : " -~ - * 2 - - ‘ . £
. ~ . * ’ -, - .
. ) PN . » ~ yd - -
L ] £ * . -y ° . ) ’ K / -’
1 (’ - c; . . ! \u N . > & - N
. b N . . . AR B
] ! ' TN . U )
\ ) A, . T ) . to . .
. N et ,.8. Which aspects of the project.were most valuable for you@\
. ) ’ ~ - - ¢ . * v = - \ ) ¥
yad s . , . L Low . L 5 ‘
' s 1 ) ’ . : ¢ o C .
by o - . ! ! ) P - -
* * . . - * - h ‘/‘ 4
‘ - . i ‘s ‘ v o ) ' * [}
A3 ]
. ? : L . ’ . 4 ¢ . ( -
- . ¢ 7 Y R T

M ‘ ' . ’ 3 a“\ .
h ] — . , N . s br . . \l’ » R a ,‘
) ~ . * ¢
v ‘ . - s
. R ‘; - 1 ¢ ; R » . . . ]
D) ' N ' - .o ’ C. ) v
’ . -, N 2 ’ = . .
e ) " 10. Any other comments, suggestions, etc? ) IO .
.’ > - . . *

; , N " . Y ‘e
- 1 . ’
i s - &.. S . N . v .
. . X
. ’ v @ . - .
. ) . o *
{V ' . - - . i *
. . . ¥ .
s e . -
f Ce . . . . . .
‘ . 4 ) A l'
i . - .. e
v, , = . R ) B .
. . » . . . . - il .‘
THANK YOU for your enthusiash and participation! - -
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APPENDIX G
. QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 'FOR TUE
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE PARENTS INVOLVED IN .
THE IN-HOME SERVICE PROJECT:

] - . . ~

>

-

I: PROJECT: ', ° R ' n
¥ N » < ’ .
1) What were your expectatlons for the progect’

v -3

. ANSWERS. a) 8 out o£.17 didn't know
) ‘had expected more difficult materials specifieally geared

-

for my ch11d" .

c) 2 thought it would help their chlld get' ready for klndergatten

d) "sQe learned- quite a bit‘out of it - I 4idn' t'pee- y expect\

\
e

1] .
that. . . - v ' , (,
e) "I expected- the student to come once a week 1n1tially - so

I expected more from my chlld/academlcally I was/setting

. \

academids goals for hlm, but this became realistic afterwards.”

n ¢ o )
f) "I'just expected a teacher to come and spend time and this

v -

is what happened.,"

prob}ems\or benefits?
” ﬁ‘ . . _\Lf
" ANSWERS: a)'everyone though it was a good idea.

b) ”The stuff was all over the house and we were cluttered up -
\\ o
worrying about the%kit " S \

¢) "I would hiave liked him to always have it by\himself -V, is

always bugging him,"




.dz\"Only problem is that they break some of the toysi' =2 ;

‘ parents said thlS.l . I . /n/.-

e) "There were new games which' the parent can play with the 7ﬂiid.

<
-

. ‘He is not afraid of school now."
" £) -"seemed to.be more ideal for young children." 5

g) "I have learned more about him by watching and I learned what

I should expect frgm him". ° :
“ i !
h) "It gave.him more 'stimulation".

1) 2 said "It helped them. ~ ' N
- ) ) |

3. .Havé‘you any’ comments éboué the éi?e of year during whipﬁ thé project

took place? '
I
r - v,

ANSWERS: a) 4 said NO =

“

b) 6 thought it was good in the summer .

s c) 7 thought it would be better in the winter.

. - . G
4. Have'you any comments about the length of the project?, -

- M

ANSWERS: a) 1 answered NO {
« N * } ~

b) 6 thought it.was too short
c) 10 thought it was just right

. “- < [
. d) one mengion/d that if it was in the winter it could be longer.

, .
[l . -

5. Have you any commenés about the visits: i.e. number, frequency, etc.?
’ Ld '

ANSWERS:: a)‘S said once écweek would be better

FaS

® b) 3 saidno ' | f////’
c) 9 said it was all Yight




f k - . . 3 /

-

'

d) one mother said she wouldn't have mihd%ﬁ if the teacher came

twice a week. .
d . .
your reaction to the student/s who visited?

a) 17 out of 17 said they really liked her.

b) "It)yaa.nice-tb see how the students dre ptepared at university.

~

[

I have an idea now abouE her training.

. e

*¢) "She was friendly and easy to get along with."
’

L
s

was the reaction to or involvement in the project of other adults?
w—— . . - .

-

husbands, relétives, neighbors. .o

v

a) 2 said they had. no reaétidné or involvemént.

b) 8'husbands got involved. . T o '

c) 7'gaid that néighbq;% and relatives, thought it'was a good
& . \ ) )

idea. : ’

v

d) "My'ﬁhsbaﬁd had never been involved 1in anything like this be~

fore and we wére all amazed at the little things that could

. ’

be done." . '

» 1

- 4
e) "My neighbor thought it was really good because there are no

'
-

s
1

kindergartens around."

£) Boyfriéﬁg;:aid "I think it's a good idea - you' re déing a really

' goéd job ~ Hope I'1l see you aéa;ﬂbﬁext ye7r." ' I

g) "My husband liked it at first but since wg/had the fiéﬂp he

didn't have nothing to do with it." BN
o v,




Vg .Y
- * - L0 ® \
- (A
e . . s a
¢ ~ ® .
¢ .
- ‘ ay 7 .
N > > % 7 ~ ~
- g ¢
° L]
v, ' /(o R . - .
. : . : <
- 8. How do you feel about the group sessions° . : £ LA !
. . o . {r

%NSWERS:t{a) 5 mothers unable to attend but they said their children who
N N X N ¢ b : 1 * ‘
e " went really enjoyed ithem. ] iy ) !

- v
!

SR b) 1 father wouldn t allow his family to go. . ;

s
/

. c) E;eryone who attended said they really enJoyed them. , - ;
- ’ d) "It was interesting to get to know people - I 23yer get out c .f
) ¢ much . . . “
; e e) "It heiped open hy eyeé a;out hoyfgoo can getﬂin' nd play ’
N with your child." . ’ N ' .
£) "I would really like to get to know everyome better.'" . ) S q
> ' # -

. X I A |
IJ. MATERIALS: ( , ‘ P
1. What is your opinion of the choice of the materials in the kits? ¢

3
"

ANSWERS: a) 9 said "They're good."

b) "Some were good, some weren't dfsome.things were too level
, |
for him. ) PR ¢ ' . j
c) "Qertain’things to meet certain éoals and oﬁjectives were ;
. N - i .
NS . . i .
written ﬁﬁwn - they did a fantastic job.'" . '\f
» ) . ; . ' A 'D‘-)
d) '"He got more -enjoyment from home - made t%ys than ones that

- b ; ;

- 1"
were bought. . 7 ‘f i

e) "Some he ‘did often, some he didn't touch n

£) "I P éfezééd education&};y@@rials rathdr than just toys."

I

-

Py
o . . - .
N, >

-




~N

oo ;A" ) L t '\ 5 .«
* ' . - ' c - :

’Whlch mqferlals or 1deas\1n Epe klts-were completely new .to your child,.

4

] . i
2 K . - .
oz, you? : . N -
] . .o

ANéWERS{ felt baards, design cards and styro foam, garden pictures, song *

* , v * ’

¥

N * books, puzzles, alphabet cards, painting, plcturé domlnoes,

. 3
LA N

. »
+ all of the home - made'thlngs,.magnets, siphon, scales, finger -

\ 2 ’ painting, smell kits, feel bokes, classification pictures, cans

N ‘ 7 !
with clothes ping, # book .with. buttons, shake kit, baby harness, .
. > rd

.

nuts and boitsa elastic board with,ﬂails, water play.r

L3 o
. -
¢ . -
’ N

3. Whlch materials or ideas would you be lncllné% to use in the future’

T o

ANSWERS? a) 3 said "I don't know." . .

b) 3 said "just about everything." ol

»

. 3

c) felt boarnds, woqd building bdocks, styrofoam shapes, paints,

: diffexent'color§d discs, design cards, dice game, ABC's and

numbers, games you can play with youﬁ chlld weigh scales,

plgture dominoes, puzzles, books, matchlng actlvlties, nuts

and bolts, smell kits, .gluing, cutting, coloring activities,

L4

* . Rocket Ring Toys. i '

. 4, To what extent were th% kits used during the two week periods in which

‘they were left in your home? ' a \7 .
ANSWERS: a) 9 answexed'fréquently" ) ’ .

1

b) 3 answered 'hot very mucH' because it was summer and they wouid
L3 / ‘-'.
plax outside N ; .t , '

4

c) "Not as much as I would have liked to have seeq."

'&J




’
[} ~ . f *

d) "The ‘first week - everyday') 2 mothers = -

© e . . d :
’ e "The 2nd week -.very little") said this
‘ . ;?‘"Whenever the little one was put to sleep he would play with

- » hd v
’ 3, 1 ~
3 it. hd
v . « \ . X .
. ” . )

-

o 5. VWho took respénsibiltif for the.care of the kits? If the resbonsibility

» \ . f ) .

- » was solely yours how did‘you cope w1th7it? - .
'.\ _ ANSWERS: . a) 13 said. "g) g - oY oo

\\ ) b) 3 said.the responsibiltiy was shared _, / g
. »

. . ) c) one said that after the first kit they learned to put them

. . / c
[ - d 3
;3 . d) "If there were other children playing with it, 1 kept an eye

-

on it and would check through it when.mhey ‘had finished." ’
> e) "Frustrating at times." *

-

-, f)'SuperQised while they had it - one thing at a time¢ ' !
.. g) "It was bery hard sometimes." . o -

ot h) "When they argued ot fought over it, I would take it’away."

€ N . - \
. 1) "The two older ones took care of it quite abit."

. - '§) "I wWould put it up on the shell away from égr."

4

6. Have you noticéﬂ any ways in which your child has gained more of a
LS ‘ . .
seﬁse of responéibility'for the care of materials?

_— ANSWERS: a) 2 said NO e

~

b) one said he's always had a good sense of tesponsi%ilipy.
! c) "he‘always puts them back in fﬁé same box, he knows where

they go. &




g o
dY "he realizes that it has to be used again by other children

so he togk care of.it." - h \-(

"y ’ . » -
" Tle) ;these'toys he knows he hds to take care of because they're
\ i

\ » . *»
\ teachers -, his own toys he wrecks more." W

] . v L

#) "When theres other children aroﬂgd he makes sdré that they

~ > ® -

don't get wrecked, but he s not so, careful wh@n he is %y
himself "

1}I.. BEHAVIOR AND INTERACTION:

' * ¢

1. Have 9ou seen any changes in your child's.beﬁéyior as g'reselt of

* . * .
-

beigg involved-irt this project?

(i1) H skili'Development?
ANSWERS: %a) 3 said NO
i ’ | 8 /‘
b)"3 just gaid YES

c) "more stimulation”
ey
d) "he's learned numbers alot more"
t i

e) "scissors,_ pasting and cgloring"

i
17

Af) "count;ng YES = but s e cap t read yet I have to read to her

. —_

o he loves it!! . oo ‘ ;
- ] ‘ ’ .
~h) "he useé/:;/;e frightened of finger painting and school - now

‘@ .\ .
(iii) His In%eraction with/other Children?

s

he isn't at all."! - ,




ha‘(

~, . »

. v .
& .

:

\ N
’ L. .ow,
f'\ . P - ! &,
° R ,

=3
ot

ANSWERS: a) 10 said that they haven'

X

b) "he picks on
- -~ 4"
c) ghe plays more'™

o b L4

\“ d) .‘
just fights."

w

o

"if there's only.2 he'

.
» .,

t really ndticed any

L)

always gotten along wellz

-

-the younger one"
e p

o~

ah

changes ~ they'ye,

1

fine - if a 3rd one comes along he

.
.

-
+
)

-

e

,
>

"he's gat a few more things in common to talk about’ now"
*

"she teaches the y6unger.children now"
[t g)
N,

! /ll v
o * (iv) His Interactdon with other Adults? '

-

"she plays school all the time."

.
13 -

gANSWERS: a) 7 saig NO

b) "he's learning his mapner§§* 2 said this*®
"always shows the kits to grandmothgr and relatives

-
-

"he's more interested - he likes to chét°-’justxlike he's

N
(.

) "if he doesn't like someope he ‘can be a little Hellian, if

-

.grown up." | ’

"she's getting a little less shy." 2 said this

-

\ . he likes someone like you he alway'foliows.them angfng."
+ ' ’

(vi His interaction with you?

N 3 .t
\ T " * ’ & ’
-l ANSWERS: a) 11 said NO & . ‘ ' .
Aow l . > - :
__\ b) "more occasion for him to ask me to join in"
! , v . /l .
, \ c) "he listens better." , )
“\ . . . ! ! . ! .
d) "grown up a bit more." ’ ’
] {' . ' . e) "wher we're doing .things together theré'sca good relationship.,
’ v d’ ® , “ -

» N




R V [ . ‘ - * ) .
. . . v .
He has a need,to be recognized and to do his own thing.™
A : <. .

, N £) "h%’s nicer." A

-

) g) '"'she tells us ‘things ." )
. R f ' .

N ¢
(Vi) his interests - were they broadened?

‘. . ' / ’s} *
ANSWERS: a).4 said just YES R % o
. - A . . . . N .
. ) *  b) 1 said just NO ) o, 2o
’ o . Al
P S c) 'she likes'to.color and try to read." -
3 - , . ‘ “ . \. . . - v '.‘
r ) . @’"Yes - he likés blocks to bdtid." . AR R
'. <« / e) 'he's more interested in atfending kindeér'g'ari:en - he asks - '
C SN Is" this what kindergarten }% like?". 2 5aid this '
. A £) "es - he realizes that he can -do more."
. Y% . . -
) .8) ~JYes - the things that.caught his eye.were very-interesting
.- to him." 2 -
. . . “ * . " . 0 ' .
R ‘ h) "Yes -"because he has had,more stimulation” . y
’ * (RS * n
- i) "she knaqws how to count now." ' ! K
N %- hd . - » . Ll
. . R . * t * o :
> IV. FUTURE: - » - S ‘ v
“ % L o
) 1. If a similar project were being planned in the future wﬁat'suggestions
‘ * - ’ ) ’ >
would you wmake? ° -
‘< ANSWERS : a)& had ne suggestidns \ -
t . - .
‘ ! . . (. . : v
é- ¢ , b) 4 said they_would prefer to have it in the winter > . .
* A ’ e . ’ ! N
. c) ﬁ'],'he visits could be"more often."

rd

d) "I‘would like to see it geared moPe for the individual child."

[
-

»
! . ’ . L ~J
.
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e) "I don't think someone should get involved if they have a - A

LY -
.

> baby."
had ay Y' ~

£) "Take.out thé baby toys i,ei'xylophoné, puzzles, horses."
‘ k)

2 UER

8) "To have'th? teacher come in once more*during the week in
2 o . l‘ .

addftion to the time when she brings the.kit." - .
, ‘ Al )

LI

h)."Some stuff is easy to break, you can't always be watching

& °

what they're doihg." ’

4 -
N -
.

’ ot N
~How would you feel about being involved in -it?
ANSWERS: a) 2 said NO -0

’ b) 4 there was no comment

c) 7 just said.¥ES

« N N 3 4 l'
?'A said they wouldn't mind being in the teachers role E,r help

. . < ! " ~
make! kits - these peogle‘hadfno younger children.

»

, 2. How do you feel about a kit of materials being made available for\a

. . ™~

A

. chﬂld,iq yoyf}famiiy aged l,,Zj or 37 N

. -
v

- -
ANSWERS: a) 12 just said "that's a good idéa".

b) "that dqg}d be good bgcause your conftantly toying to think

x

of things to do with| them" . ,
N 2

s

- L. f -
c¢) "they'd learn mofe ~ most mothers don't make time to sit down
[y 'n" . = .00
~ with them and teach them."™" :

A

,Q) "It would help mother get an idea of what to do with them."

e) "Home-made toys seem to occupy them."
. ) »

i -

‘




) 4
. N

‘. , LT 3. Are you sure that your ch:le will be attending kindergarten in S;apt /74?

- “

by
ANSWERS' 'a) 16 said "Yes for sure" . \ :

[y

N ) .

B) One is enrolled but is on a waiting list, “vthis is the family

Vd ’
. . “
. .

«

. B * that moved to Leduc, = oo

c) I don t think L. (husband) w1ll allow it.
4. What will your 1nvolvement be in this prOgram” (Kindergarten) '
. . s ‘
ANSWERS ‘a) "I don t know, it will be hard to get a baby-s1tter.

-

‘o..

b) one mother said that she will be unable to help because she
. M 0, 2
: is' going to gry to go back to work,

- , .
e o c) one .‘mother just said "I won't be able to.". , E l
» d) .14 mothers are‘ quite w.‘dllingf‘to be an aide to the teaoher
o . ' vhen asked. Some know for sure whed lthey will be doing this.
. \{ . e)- 5 mothers are on s:me sort of committee' for the kindergartén '
. ., . .1:e Adv1sory Codxmittee, teleohone ::ommitt_g\, fooster committee.
f) One mother said , \ -

.

) ' "I fird it excitimg in a way. It makes being a housewife *° -

'kand a mother more interesting. Back to observing and leamix(g

k) . -

. and away from the humdyums of housework."
. ‘ - '
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-
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- ' ISits and Materials .

2 This, appehdix contains the voutlines of the kits’showing the,cur—

rleulqm area, the materlal 1ncluded in the kit for that area, the sug-

. - P b .,

gested uses for the me;erlal "‘the source of the material or the idea

*

- L 3

~
[y

for the material»and wherever Qossible the approximate cost. The

\ l

: . pro;ect staff rev1ewed theallsts after the projeet concluded and

[ 4 "
-

y ’

. ~ sirable or undeaﬂrable characteristics. ‘ R

LN “

y + - . ] .

“

2
. ¢ .
. . L - v

R . Desirable Characteristies® ~ N

»
. ”

e E Te, * 1 wide eppeal to different levels and ages

-t / * 2 'highly jtfractive to children 4 % —-5 X yrs.

* 4 parents expressed appreval

v

N f 5 &ppealed to §eungér=sibl{ngt
~ . t N
L ' x‘ - . , . . , . :
. UndesirablelCHaracteristics ' .
° lf{not durable or of, inferior qual;ty T
, T 2 considered td be dangerous ' .
(L f?3"not challenging ehough.for most - children eged.4 b tosk yeers
: ° 4 difficult todtr?hsport , ‘
- °5 cdnsidered unsuitable and removed before kits here cifculated.
L . oL . . a h
o ‘ For a complete description of How the kits and materials were de-
‘ ’velopeh and used see the section qﬂ Kits and'Materials in‘the body of‘
.the report. . . ‘ < ‘ .
. . |
' e o b4 - :

IC . ‘ RS s - ,
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\
|

used the" follow1ng code to identlfy materials with partlcularly de—

* 3 successfful in developing skill +h theiparticular curriculum area
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